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responsible for the governmental relations of General Heid 
quarters Navy Headquarters and Air Headquarters ■which incJud 
ed the mam function of examimng and sanctioning all proposals 
emanating from General Headquarters and Air Headquarters 
and the Defence Coordination Department under a repre^oata 
tive Indian who would take over matters relating to denial 
policy evacuation economio warfare demobilisation amenities 
public relations canteens etc 

This revelation that the Indian Defence Minister was to 
ha^e subjects of minor importance to deal T\jth was not quite 
to the liking of the Congress leaders Thej informed Sir 

Stafford of their inability to accept it A new formula was 
supplied to them without any list of subjects Thoj returned 
it taking that the> should be provided with full details and 
that their ultimate decision would depend upon the allocation 
of subjects Then tliej received a revised formula showing the 
fuDotions of the ^\ar Department It was so wjdol> and com 
prohensuoly framed that tho> could make neither head nor 
tail of it — which belonged to the War Department and which 
to the Defence Department They asked for illustrati\o lists 
of subjeetB Sir Stafford Oripp-* referred them to the old list 
for the Defence Dopartniont and told them that thtro was 
practicall> no difforonco between the old and the new Why 
did thej not stick on to tho old ? TJioy ■were so much fed up 
5 \ith the whole procedure that the point wa" talon up with 
Sir Stafford who in the courno of a communication tated that 
nothing fur her could ha\e been done b> wa> of guing respon 
■iibilitj for Defence Kcr\ncc‘i to rcpresenlative Inilmn 111011111001 
cvitliout jeopardi mg the imraciliato defence of India umfer the 
Commander in Chief As though the> did nnt want to clash 
irith the imii and his mtpttion thej immeilmtel) sent words to 
Imn Vo one has suggested an\ rcstric ions on the normal 
[wuers of the Commander m Chief Indeed we \ an he>onil 
his and \ 4 re rreinrcl to agree to further fn wrrs btiDi* gi>en 
,0 him an \\ ar ^Iinistor So the deftneo j roblcin was solsol 

Then came for di cu ion the que mn of their loosed 
Srttiona! rn%ernnient I Imo «lrMd> to I >ru tlatCnir* 
lad dKlaro*! dunoK pnva e con\er a ions t \ iM rs in piiUio 
!*R ernonts that thiri \ s imngto Itean nil Cabinet 

n which tl e \ iceroj oul I Ih. ci < 1 ns a n ri c-m ti utional 
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l}ca3. Ab t}io negotiations piogrcpscil it lianspircd t!mt tlio 
teim ‘Gabinot’ a bait, pmposch throun to create an 

atmosphere. Wiiai he now pio'^cntcd new pictuic — 

mean the old one — of tlio Viccroi looming huge in the back- 
ground like a giant. Parading befoio him like pigmies wcic 
the inembois of his pioposed Cibinct. Thej had lound iheir 
necks looseh tied niMSible wncs the ends of which the Vk cioy 
held in his hand foi checking and diiccting their movements. 

The Indian leadeis could not pciccuo an^ diffeionco 
between this poi ti ait and the one llioy wore alicad\ familiar 
with- Thev turned to the aitist foi enlightenment. Sir 
Sta-fford explained that though the Viceioy appealed to he lug 
there was nothing to bo afiaid of Ho was a being 
full of liesh with no blood. And, moreo\ci, ho w as seated at 
a safe distance from wbeie he could not dicam of intoifciing 
with any one. One of the cle\eiest m the group asked* 
“What are these thin lines lunning to him ’ ’’ “Oh ' Those 
lines are wires — hfe-saving wuies. These men aic playing m 
deep waters You know they aie not accustomed to swimming. 
If anything IS going to happen — say, drow ning or somoMimg — 
"the Big man wall pull them up and save them fi om tlie con- 
sequences,” replied the aitist The leadeis natuially put on a 
puzzled look and sbow^ed by their demeanour that they w anted 
furthei elucidation. Then by way of simplifying the pioblem 
lie said a bit impatiently “Look heie. It is like this. 
Supposing X stands for the old cabinet and y for the new 
cabinet What is the difference between the old and the new 
cabinets when x is equal to y ? Well, that is the diffeience.” 
He did not tarry any longer. He quitted the confexence chamber 
— not India, at least not then 

The Congress infoimed Sir Stafford that the pictuie of the 
government, which was so like the old in all essential features, 
was such that they could not fit into it Howevex, in the 
perilous circumstances then prevailed they were pxepared to 
assume responsibility piovided a truly national government 
was formed They stressed the point that the National 
Government must be a cabinet government with full powmr 
and must not merely be a continuation of the Viceroy’s 
Executive Council In answer to this Sir Stafford stated that a 
Cabinet Government with full power could not be possible 
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O^APTBE I 

political deadlock , 

The thread of Indian folitice was suddenly broken when 
in the second week of Aug^®^ 1942 the Government of India 
oicleied tlie arrest of the member s of the Congress Working 
Committee Whether the orc^^r was given at a weak or a strong 
moment cannot be ad]udgd^ because theie is no definite 
cMdcnco pointing to tbe one the other but it may bo termed 
a ‘most unfortunate’ moment fairness to the parties invohed 
and a ‘desperate’ moment as Great Britain is concerned. 

It turned out to bo one of 1'^’® ‘-mning points m the life of the 
Indian National Congiess— vital nerve of the nation 
V Inch h id fought unaimcd a'S^msl the mighty Biitish arms to 
the RUipiise and admnatiod modem cmlmalion for 

c rt/Mll 1 Vi ff i Iko » /I /^T% n *■» y I India. 
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night — I mean the night preceding th^ arrest — that 
would be free the very next morning Because this 
in every way welcome to her was given by her def 
revered leaders she could not disbelieve it She had a 
heart for them and on them rested her future hopes 
moreover as the time lapsed she had learnt to place her 
confidence in ^hem It was therefore with the vision 
Free India that she retired for the night and when 
up — She quivered only for a moment Then she 
ed she was free and that goaded her to action Dust- 
lamp posts were the first to fall under her wrath In the i 
round she concentrated on buses trams and trains with 
success Her next attempts were on police and railway stf 
which hopelesslj collapsed under the unabated fury 
fire These were hut a few of the targets on whom she 
hell on that memorable occasion and that too in the immt 
presence of a watchful government Slie never oared 
she was watched or not so long as slie could do what she 1 
That was how she looked at it 

However her newly acquired freedom \\ as short 
/ Her eontmued actiMbies brought her into conflict ^ 
authorities By some special method of calculation 
Government of India san that the time liad come for 
act They started a policy of mton'^o rcprossion ts hioh I 
long resulted in open warfare between the contonding 
Incident followed incidont in an atmo plicro of dail} 
reprisals mass arrests and oollcctiio fines Afany lost 
lives in the upheaval aid mao> more had to suffer iinpn 
mont for indofimtely long pori04ls In spite of the 
suppression of the niovcmont it took several months c 
authorities to check its growth The o happonmts ha\o 
to bo known as the August disturbances and the period du 
which thoj occurred is do crihod h> mon of all shad 
opinion as the darkest m tho history of Britain a " 
with India Tlio tragic loridonts left the count j dull 
and emaciated from w hicli it has n t >ct roco\cro 1 

did the Gorernmont put the leaders in prlsan r 
10 said to ho on t)ie strength of a res lution passfsl i 
All India Congress Cominlttco in which there were two w 
Quit India Tlio expression was introduced fn conr 
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■with the Indian independence and it must in all probability 
have been used figuratively meaning that the Biitish rule must 
go or cease to exist and a piovisional government of fiee India 
repiesencmg the major gioups and parties in the country must 
be set up immediately The Government of India and the 
British Government gave it a diflfeiont inteipietation. They 
Nveie not in a mood to see anv figure of speech ih the expiession 
and pioceeded to unfold it through the simple and the most 
dll ect method. To chem it meant that they — both the official 
and non-oflficial seciiions of the Biitish people — should walBc, 
out of India leaving the countiy in utter chaos and disorder 
and an easy prey to the Japanese vul tines They aigued that 
no responsible government could take such a step — least of all 
in the midst of war. They did take a step, howovei , which 
appealed to them most peihaps, and it was that which 
culminated in the indefinite incarceration of Indian politicians. 

The Britishers thought that the situation was simplified 
by this clever move on their part But it was not so. Com- 
plications cropped up without having the means to set them 
right Mentally and physically injured India remained apathe- 
tic to her environments She seemed to care very little for the 
outcome of the war. Whether it continued or ended was the 
same to her One thing which affected her was the thought 
that hei sons weie rotting in British jails Great Britain, on 
the other hand, knew that India was an essential part of the 
world front against the Axis powers and yet had to treat her 
with suspicion It was bad to have mutual suspicions among 
the Allies in the midst of an armed conflict, they were aware of 
that However, there was no help for it as the dooi of under- 
standing was closed Thus in the place of hearty co-operation and 
friendship between the two nations which would have been of 
immense value in the safe and speedy prosecution of the war 
there prevailed mutual distrust and suspicion which created an 
acute situation in the two countries adversely affecting the 
war effort by a long inch It could have been aveibed but at 
the nick of the moment two links — -the British statesmanship 
and the Indian leadership — in the chain of Indo-British 
relationship were found twisted 

Let us pass on to considei the ciicumstances which 
'anduced the Congress, rightly or wrongly, to take such a 
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momentoufl deoiBion against the Bntish ^ ho '^ere then at * 
extreme danger point of imminent extinction There 
aJways cironmstancea favourable to the Indo-Bntish misunr’ 
standing but never for their mutual understanding p 
appreciation Some ^ere natural and others wore mspinnt- 
put up Among them was one on which they took partic 
delight to show the world how widelj they differed and 
what endless time they would go on doing it Tlie> differctl 
at least they gave out tho impression that they differed 
between life and death This one subject known as Indif 
insistent demand for freedom frrm British domination t 
tinued to vitiate the atmosphere between India and Eng 
for over a generation To tho British this topic seemed to 
an e\esoro but to the Indians in general and to tho Congro 
men m particular this was and is a favourite subject and 
great passion in thoir life Crisis after crisis came and wc 
but DO agreement could bo reached 

It IS not to be supposed that tho British people wl 
opposed to tho idea of granting political freedom to Ind 
■What they wanted was time to tliink o\or and to giNO liit 
bit at their own sweet convonionco India was not prepart 
to accept It in that way She demanded for lock stock 
barrel at one time and on tho spot ^\oll tins differcnco cmil 
not bo worketl out 


cnAm R II 
CRIPPS OFFER 

There were many scandah ing pohtirnl offers from tf 
Britisli in the past but they were all rcjcctel Itwaswitl 
one such offer tliat Sir FtafTord Cripps came to India in March 
1942 Ho was a fnend of India and ha<l for years c! amj ion 
her claim for self government ^veral of the prominent In l 
le-aders worn bis porvonal friends During an mrlirr visit 
was Riven a cordial n'coption vybicb no other British i 
could have had This timo too he was conlially n*crlved 
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was peihaps foi these leasons that he was selected That his 
peisonahty and influence would count if not his pioposals must 
have been the hope of the Biitish Cabinet That hope was 
found shattered dining the leheaisal Haidly was there any 
one to look at his pel son though oveibyody was looking at his 
pioposals Lot us also take a look at it 

The following is the text, in pait, of the Biitish Declara- 
tion sent through Sii Staffoid Cupps 

“Has Majesty’s Government having considered the 
anxieties expressed in this country and in India as to 
the fulfilment of promises made in regard to the future of 
India have decided to lay down in precise and clear terms 
the steps which they propose shall bo taken for the ear best 
possible realisation of self-government in India The object 
IS the creation of a new Indian Union which shall constitute 
a Dominion associated with the United Kingdom and other 
Dominions by a common allegiance to the Crown but equal 
to them in every respect, in no way subordinate in any 
r respect of its domestic and external affairs 

“His Majesty’s Government therefore make the follow- 
mg declaration 

“{a) Immediately upon cessation of hostilities, steps 
shall be taken to set up in India in manner 
described hereafter an elected body charged 
with the task of framing a new Constitution for 
India 

“(&) Provision shaU be made, as set out below, for parti- 
cipation of Indian States in the constitution- 
making body. 

“(c) His Majesty’s Government undertake to accept 
and implement forthwith the constitution so 
framed subject only to U) The right of any 
province of British India that is not prepared to 
accept the new constitution to retain its present 
constitutional position, provision being made for 
its subsequent accession if it so decides. 

“With such non-acceding provinces, should they so 
desire. His Majesty’s Government will be prepared to agree 
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upon a new constitation giving them the eamo foil et&tne 
ae the Indian Union and arrived at by a procedure analogous 
to that here laid down 

(n) The signing of a treaty which shall be negotiated 
between His Ma]eat] s Government and the constitution 
making bodi T^a treatj will cover all necesaar^ mattora 
arising out of the complete transfer of responsibility from 
British to Indian hands it will make provision m accord 
ance with undortakinga gi\en by His blajosty s Government 
for the protection of racial and religious minonties but will 
not impose any re trictlon on the power of tlie Indian 
Union to decide in futuro its relationship to other member 
States of tho British Commonwealth 

Whether or not an Indian State elects to adhere to the 
constitution it will be necessary to negotiate a reMsion of its 
treaty arrangemonts so far as this may I>o required in tho 
new situation 

(d) Tlie constitution making body shall l>o composed ai 
follows unless tho loaders of Indian opmion in 
tho pnncipal communities agree upon some 
otlier form hoforo the ond of ho tilitios 

Immediately upon the result hemp known of pro 
vincial elections wliicli will ho necessary at tho ond of 
hostilitios tho entire uicmbcrship of the Lower Hou os of 
Proi'incial Legislatures shall ns a simple electoral college 
proceed to tho election of llio constitution making body by 
tho systom of proportional roprccntntlon Tins new iKxly 
shall ho in nnmbor aliout l/lOlh of the numlier of tho 
electoral college 

Indian States shall bo ina*ito<l to appoint npre-^enta 
tlvos in the same proportion as to their population as in tho 
case of represontatnes of Bntish India as a whole and w Ith 
tho same powers as British Indian momliors 

(s) During the critical period which now faces India 
and until the now constllullon can l>o framed 
nia blaiest) fl Oorernmenl must InoMlal ly t>e«r 
the rvsponsthllily for and retain the control and 
direction of the Dofecce of India as pari ol their 
world war eCTort but the task of orr*nl«nj* to 
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the full the militai 3 % moial and mateiial re 
Bouices of India must he the lesponsibility of tlie 
Government of India with the coopeiation of the 
peoples of India. His ]\fa]esty’s Government 
desiie and invite the immediate and effective 
participation of the leaders of the principal 
sections of the Indian people in the counsels of 
then countij^ jof the Commonwealth and of the 
United Nations Thus the^^ wiU be enabled to 
give then active and constructive help in the 
discharge of a task which is vital and essential 
for the future freedom of India ” 

This IS the famous Cupps’ offer It was issued on March 
!9, 1942 and was hailed in Great Britain as the Declaration of 
mdian Independence. For that verj^ reason the Indian 
lolitical parties and personalities refused to accept it They 
iould not find an atom of independence in the proposals. 
Hitherto they had been yoked to the British plough but the 
Diesent offer revealed that they would be yoked to other 
ploughs as well bj'- British method. In letter and spirit this 
was no independence as there was no right to self-determination 
snvisaged in it It was for the people to mutually agree as to 
what they should do and how to do it with regard to the 
internal management of their affairs Again, there was no 
better authority than the will of the people to decide the kind 
and the degree of relationship they should maintain with other 
nations. It seemed, that thb British Government had failed to 
grasp the idea that in freedom there was no dictation but 
negotiation and that too on equal terms. 

If the plea of disagreement between communities were 
to be put forward it might be pointed out that there was no 
one more responsible for its birth and growth than the British. 
It was the 3 '- who had sown the seeds of political dissension and 
communal discord on the Indian soil and nurtured through in 
Older to reap a rich harvest They were not disappointed 
either. They had harvested sufficient for centuries to come 
and yet they would not leave the field nor would they allow 
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had the broadmindedneaB to do it becaoRe it was not m his 
interests 

It IS said in the Draft Declaration that immediatelj upon 
cessation of hostilities the British Government would take 
steps to set up in India an elected body for getting a now 
constitution framed D the exigency of war prevented 
them from adopting measures towards Indian freedom in the 
immediate present there was no need for a declaration at the 
moment Thej could have as well postponed it till the end of 
the war Whj thei put forward a new proposal when tlioy 
were facing a critical period clearly showed that tho$' wore 
bard pressed oiroumstanccs Work of any kind that la made 
to do through pressure must bo completed on the spot If left 
over it will never bo dntshed because in pressure there is no 
purposefoJnoss Had it been the intention of the Britishers to 
part with power tho> could have made arrangements for it 
unhindered No one would ba>o stopped them and the war 
on which tho> laid the blame would ha\o ospodited the work 
However they ha<l no such intention If they had there was 
ample time to do it not during tho war but liotwcon the two 
wars — more than two decailos 

Tho Declaration is mtondod to fulfil tho pronu os iiiado 
in regard to tho future of India it i» stated Curiouslj enough 
in all the promises it was tho future that had galncil pro- 
imnonco and it never matcnallsod to the present Man) pro* 
miscs wore made no doubt but the> wero all broken too Tho 
one that is before us is not more tlian a promise bccanso it docs 
not aflect tho imserable present "Wlioro is tho guanintco tha*- 
it would have been kept ? From what had boon learnt in tho 
past it could bo pafol) deduced that when tho moment for its 
fulfilment arrived the) could os well make another declaration 
with a big pficca pn iuifo for anotlicr remote futnro Vndi 
would Izaro gono on hko this indefinitclj wi Jmut ever reaching 
the goal 

One thing the British Draft propose*! which could I o 
gi\en effect to inimcdifttcl) was for xhooffccti\e participation 
of the leaders m tlie counsels of tliclr coimtr) 'lids 

wa not an uncondltmnal offer Tlicrc was a great omplia^is 
when It said that Ilis Vfajos > b Government inus ino'Itahli 
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bear the lesponsibility for the Defence of India.” Even then 
it would mean that the whole Government machinerj except 
the Defence Department was to be tiansferied to Indian hands 
with full powers of ilteiations and additions in the constitu- 
tion. On being asked if that was so, Sii Stafford Cupps cate- 
gorically replied that “it is impossible to make anj change in 
the existing constitution.” When further questioned — not all at 
once but in the couise of thiee weeks’ talks — jie said that it 
was going to be a National Government with a ‘Cabinet’ con- 
sisting of 'Indian mmisteis ’ On final claiification it was 
revealed that the National Government which v as proposed 
to be put up would be the Viceioy and his Executive Council 
all ovei again vith the old poweis of the foimei intact Theie 
it ended. 

Dm mg the period of hostilities defence is of essential 
importance which should be organised and controlled by a 
national government in order to create and intensify the power 
of mass lesistance Both soldiers and civilians in different 
f fields of then activities must feel that they are fighting for their 
freedom under national leadership However, the U K. 
Government could not forget the adage British Officers and 
Indian Sepoys Hence they decided upon keeping the Defence 
Department in merjioiy of all that was past. And they knew 
that once it changed hands it was lost to them for ever. 

Throughout the British proposals there is a tendency to 
disintegrate and disunite India. This tendency is all the more 
evident when it says that the right of any province of British 
India that is not prepared to accept the new constitution to 
letaiQ its present constitutional positron would be recognised. 
It IS India — includmg all the provinces and states — that is 
asking for freedom and it is to that India that freedom is to 
be granted Why should the Britishers suggest that she would 
be divided, freed and served separately^ Do they think that 
this method would enable them to retain then empire in India 
for all time to come ? Is it then belief that India of her own 
accord would never be able to resolve her differences and meet on 
a common platform ? If so, they are entirels'’ mistaken There 
is an end for everything and the ends for the Indian political 
differences and the British rule are not ver5 far off. When 
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that comes it is not India that will lose much b\ the termtna 
tion of British connection but Great Britain herself — in the 
long run of course— unless slie changes lier duluous ^vajs One 
ould have expected of the British Government to bring about 
goodwill and co-operation among the people of India u bom 
thej govern but not friction and disruption Thej would have 
gained from India more than what thoj had if she had been 
freed 


CHAPTER m 
REJECTION 

Tlie course chosen b> tlio Congre s in rejecting the 
British proposals had been a first class 1 hinder — was the con 
Ridered opinion of man} in India and abroad at the time* TiiO} 
al o thought that the path of negation for « hieh the Congress 
had a special faseiuntion would m this instance do consulcrahlo 
harm to nationalist India s prcMpecto. Tlie} were right then 
and wo will have to agree if now tlipj wore to say that 
it had come time In it there is aurprismgl} one difforonco 
Tlio truth of thoir tatoiiiout has not been irovcflin tliu saino 
spirit as tbe> nioiiit it to bo undcrstocvl Manj of tin subso 
quent events that had occiirroil would have beei far from 
tiieir minds wlien thoj pronouncoil tbeir opinion le and 
no almost the smallest \\or«ls with most insignificant sounds 
arc the two wlipols resting on which the world worlsfonNanl 
and backward I ilher of tliim i capable ot doing a gooil as 
well as a bad turn If the Congress had said jos there i« no 
hnowing whore It would have lalen them Probably itwooll 
Jiave proved worse to thorn or it is hkolv that tiny 
liave got stuck up whore thoj wen. Hitler said }es anlw*^ 
\\ hat result ? If bo ha I known how it v ould en 1 he woo* 
not have startoil his campaign Who knovs? Do ne* 
of us jump into the Cro knowing that we will got bum ? 
jet there are occasions when fire doe* no* perform It fone*> 
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01 afe least v> e ai c no! cnncciou'' whethci i! dne- oi iioi Tlie 
end wckno'^ onh ^\llcn wo icich it, and afioi liMinii icvchod 
the end it is pointless to \, i^'li and l.’inont (iia< we did not toncii 
the othei end But that k whit we p'cneialh do 

' One reason foi the icjection of the Biiti'=ii olici was tliat 
it lelated mainK to an unceituin futuie — aftei the last shot of 
the wai was fiied ^Fuch depended upon the unansweiablo 
questions w ho w ould win the wai and whcie it would end 
Even supposing oui pla^el had been gianted and the Mlies 
scoied theie weie again ceitain piOMsions in the pioposals 
which would impeiil the doielopincnt of a fiee and united 
nation The veiy constituliona making hod\ was composed 
of non-repiesentative elements The Indian States weie to he 
lepiesented on population basis but the State people themselves 
had no hand in choosing tlieii lepresentatues Again theie 
was the option — uncalled foi — given to the piovinces to join 
01 not to join the pioposed Indian Union Bast of all, the- 
unwillingness on the pait of the Biitisli to gne up the 
vital parts of the Defence Depaitment Taken togethei it w'ould 
amount to this that the dieam of leal fieedom was nothing but 
an illusion 

An extiact fiom the lesolution of the Oongiess Woiking 
Committee containing then views on the two subjects — 
receding Provinces and Defence of India — is given below w'hich 
would leveal the chief leasons foi the rejection of the Biitish 
pioposals 

“The acceptance befoiehand of the novel principle of 
non-accesion foi a province is also a seveie blow to the 
conception of Indian umtj'^ and an apple of discoid likely 
to generate growing tiouble in the piovinces and which 
may well lead to fuithei di&culties m the way of the 
Indian States merging themselves m the Indian Union,. 
The Congress has been wedded to Indian fieedom and unity 
and any break in that unity, especially in the modern world 
, when people’s minds inevitably think in terms of ever 
larger federations, would be injurious to all concerned and 
exceeding^'- painful to contemplate Nevertheless the 
Committee cannot think in terms of compelling the people- 
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their declared and established will While recognising this 
principle the Committee feel that everj effort phoiild bo 
made to create conditions which would help the different 
units m developing a common and cooperative national life 
The acceptance of tlie principle me\ntab1y involves that no 
changes should be made which result m fresh problems 
being created and compulsion being exercised on other 
substantial groups uitlnn that area Each terntorml unit 
shoul 1 have the fullest possible autonomy within the Union 
consistently with a trong national state The proposal 
DOW made on the part of the British ^ar Cabinet 
encourages and will lead to attempts at the \ery 
incoption ff a union and thus create friction just when 
the utmost cooperation and goodwill aro most needed 
Tins proiiosal has been presumably jniido to moot a com 
mimal demand but it haic other conficqiwncc<i also and 
load politically reactionary and obscurantist groups among 
different commanitics to create trouble and di>ort public 
attention from the vital issues before the country 

^ny proposal concerning the future of India must 
demand attention and scrutiny but in to-day a grave onslB 
it IS the present that counts and oven projvosalB for tho 
future aro important in so far as they affect tlio probcnt 
Tho Committee have necessarily attachcil tho greatest 
importance to tins aspect of the quistion and on this 
ultimately depends what advtco they should give to those 
who look to thorn for guidance For this present tho Ilntish 
Cahmet s proposals are vngiio and altopctlu r ineoinpltte 
and It would appear that no vital changes in the pri ent 
structure arc coiiteinpl vtt 1 It his been iiia le < Itar that 
t)iL Defence of India will in ony ovtn riinain undir Uriti^h 
control \t any tunc defence is a vital subject luring 
wartime it is all tho more unportun and covirs aliiio^t 
vir\ sphere of life and adminis ration To take away 
ilofento from tho sphere of re ponsibih \ at tins s ag i* 
reduce that rospon ibilily to a farce anl nulli > ardto 
mate it perfectly clear that Inliaisnnl goink to I'C fre^ 
m any way and her Govi rmnonc is nt t roing to funr ten a* 
a free and independent joaernment during the pen lercj^j 
the war Tho commit ce vould repea* that an f-f 
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and fundamental pieiequisite foi the a«?snmption of les- 
ponsibility by the Indian people in the piesent, ib their 
leahsation as a fact that they aie fiee and are in chaige of 
maintaining and defending their freedom What is most 
wanted is the enthusiastic response of the people which 
cannot be evoked without the fullest trust in them and the 
devolution of lesponsibility on them in the matter of 
defence It is only thus that even at this grave eleventh 
hour it may be possible to galvanise the people of India to 
rise to the height of the occasion It is manifest that the 
present Goveiument of India, as well as its provincial 
agencies, are lacking in competence, and aie incapable of 
shouldering the burden of India’s defence It is only th^ 
people of India, through their popular representatives, who 
may shouldei this burden worthily But that can only be 
done by piesent freedom, and full iesponsibilit3’' being cast 
upon them. 

“The Committee, therefore, are unable to accept the 
proposals put forward on behalf of the Biitish War 
Cabinet.’’ 

Though the Working Committee had rejected the proposals 

after full and earnest consrderation they were not without hopes 
of coming to a settlement They were rather anxious that some 
arrangement should be arrived at not because that there was any- 
thing attractive in the offer but because they realised that the 
over-iiding problem before them was the defence of the country 
from aggression and invasion which could not be effectively 
put through unless there was a National Government with full 
power of control and direction It was on this assumption 
that the Congress-CiipFS negotiations proceeded and continued 
for more than two weeks During the first talks the^'- had with 
Sir Stafford Cupps they were given to understand that tlreie 
would be a National Government which would function as 
a Cabinet and that the position of the Viceroy would be 
analogous to that of the King in England visavzs his Cabinet 
The practical course with regard to India Office, Sir Stafford 
declared, was to have it attached or incorporated with the 
Dominions’ Ofiice Eegarding Indian Defence portfolio he 
explained that it was to be divided into two — ^the War Depart- 
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Unless constitutional changes on a largo scale anil of a 
most complicated character had been efTectotl Tins risk ffis 
Majesty fl Government would not take in the middle of the 
European war Were euch a system to ho introduced by con 
vention he said the nominated cabinet would bo responsible to 
no one but itself and would m fact constitute an absolute 
dictatorship of the ma]orit% Since it would subject them to a 
permanent majority in the cabinet the minorities m India 
would not agree to tins 

Maulana A7ad m the coarse of a letter which was to bo 
the last Sir StalTord dealt with this objection Ho said 
You refer to the absolute dictatorship of the majority It is 
astonislnn^ that such a statement shoiihl 1 o made lu tins 
connection and at this stage This djJlicult\ is inlicront in any 
scheme of a mixed cabinet formed to inttt an emergency htit 
there are inan\ waNS in which it can be proMded for Had 
you rai 0 I tbiR quo tion wo woull haic di cup ol arul found a 
Batisfftctrrv solution The whole approach to tins question has 
boon that a mixed cabinet should l>e fornu'd ami phnuM co ' 
operate t igUhet Wo accepted this Wo are not intert ti 1 m 
the Congress a such gaming po"er but wi an inlerevtr 1 in 
the In bun iHoplo as a w hole baxing froetlnin ami jHiwer JIow 
the cabinet hould Ite formed and should functir n un a 
question ^slmIl might hn%o Ikhui com nJer I after rl c main 
qiietnnwas led lei that is tb< ixt«ut »! pfiwpr which tbi 
llntisli Cn riiiiKiit woiill gi\( up t the In ban p< j It 
Heciuso f this \o no\<r h cu cd it with \ou or v\ ii r f rn 1 
to It Noertlules > an lm\e rai 1 1 this ni\hr hrtlifirt 
time in hat is pre utimMy your la t h f» r (o us and trud 

mos unjii tilinl ly 1 1 side trick the n al i u 1 iwt n u 

Itniliean I tint tlinri was ii ri ph fo fin* from Pir 
StafTnrl iml Is fore leaim^ Tnlia ht in a hr i! v j rh 

rxfresel hi le* jt ngnl forth faihin I hts im ion nuieh 

duo tri tlu uuhriakahle rock of raeiil nnl i iiu lunal <h(fi n nccs 
On return to ruglftiiil he riitenti 1 tin atm oil tal <t 
coimminafisin in his I rnadea t to tin Aim rtcan an henc *n I 
ad lei\ that tlu Gangress dituand if me woiill mean Ilin In 
domination to winch the 3Iu Inn an 1 the Ik jress *<1 Classes 
CO ill no have ngreeil Tlien he revialetl f a ith tears In hi« 
cj I'M 1 that ^fr ranlhi h*l askeil tin Jlnti h to walk ml < f 
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India leaving the country in a state of anarchy and bad 
thieatened the extiemes of pressure to win political freedom 
foi his party Eefeiring to the amount of support Mahatma 
Oandhi might get in launching a pressure movement and the 
British reaction to it he said “He ma% gain a measure of 
support for mass disobedience but for the St^lre of India as well 
as for the cause of the TJoited Nations it will be our dutj 
to insist on keeping India as a “^afe and orderly base for 
■our joint operations against the Japanese Whatever steps are 
necessary to that end we must take fearlessly ” This speech 
was delivered on 27th July 1942 and on 8th August 1942 the 
Congress passed the ‘Qurt India’ resolution Is there anything 
surprising in it ’ 

This IS how the chapter dealing with the Cripps proposals 
in the history of India terminated The people of India would 
mot have been drawn into it but for the presence of Sir Stafford 
, Cripps on whom they relied as one would rely on a sincere 
friend That he would behave as he did they oould not have 
expected from what he had striven to do for India in the past. 
He used to feel for the cause of India which he deemed good 
and ]ust and had fought for it on every available occasion To 
man^^ of the principal leaders of this counti y he had extended 
his friendship — ^not merely political but personal — which they 
had highly valued He was not a novice in politics whose sense 
■of justice could be doubted but an eminenth/ placed, experienced 
■statesman and politician for whom India had unstinted admira- 
tion Despite these happy relations that he would liave betrayed 
India when he had the power or at least the privilege to help 
her towards freedom was beyond comprehension From this 
■episode India, however, learnt one bitter le* son adding to her 
large stock of hitter experiences with tlie British Every 
Piitish friend is a Briton first and''a friend last and the curtain 
may never be drawn for the showing of the last item 
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BRITISH PLIGHT 

Did the CongroBB commit a great blunder b> rofuBing to- 
accept the British offer? Wo could have said thej did Thoj 
ought not to have taken pains to find out the pointfl of difforonco 
between vrhat thej were given and what tlioj had asked for 
If they could have got the complete thing tho> had demanded . 
thej would have had it long ago The fact that thoj did not 
get it showed that the British wore not willing to part w ith it 
There wore two wa >0 open To put up a continuous fight 
until a complete ^ictor> was achieved or to fight sporadicaUj 
and seize the opportunities as tho> came up Tlio first altor-^ 
native ceased to exist w hen in 1937 the Oongress accepted office 
The second was oi>en to them when the Cnpps proposals 
appeared on the British mailing list Vrh> did tho> not taket. 
it ? Thoj argued that the conditions proposed wore such that 
thorowas the possibihtj of disagreeing with the \ jcoroj and 
threatening to roflign If tho> feared to enter on the plea of 
having to come out some tlmo later tho) ought to haao know n 
that tho> would haio to romam tug forever In sloop wo 
miglit die )mt that doos not keep us awake 

There iB no doubt that defence is an important factor 
dunng war It is no loss cortnin that n country must bo 
defended bj its own pcoplo whoso loie of liberty 1* tlio greater 
and thoroforo their ixjwer to resist an in\iision or to launch a 
counterattack must be tho stronger Tld* is true wiioroa 
people nro alreadj free and arc well prepared to mec \inlcnco 
with >lolenco The saino honest logic cannot bcajihelto 
India as she IS at present or was *l the tune of Cripi>s \Nit 
Sho had boon corny lotclj disatmctl as long ago as a century 
and ft lialf Her Jjft smee then had lx*en one of utter slaitry 
and of meek inilmiiision to foreign exyloiiation Through 
rigorous measure of opprrsmon and yi'noralions of enf rcetl 
idleness lior martial spml had l*cen destro)ed hj tl o nihD< 
classes for the eimpli. reason that tlic) thought it to lie the surest j 
wajofVeejung her under perpetual auhjectlon Tlio remnant 
if there avBS an>thing left has lie^n sj-slcmattcaH> filtert'l out j 
of lior by the nUraiiio-lcrn cn^od of nonamlcnce Is it yss.! Its j 
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for India in these circnmBtanccs to age an effective is ar inde- 
pendently against any aggressive nation \Mth the lesources at 
her disposal ? 

I am not to be taken as suggesting tliat theie is no 
military organisation in India We know tliore is one, partly 
Indian and partly British, but v, holly othcered and controlled 
bj-- the British. Before the rvai its chief function was to 
enfoice peace among a rebelling, freedom-loimg population. 
Pmposely its number, that of the Indian section, was kept 
within certain limits — enough to help the British in putting 
down internal stiifes but not enough to turn against them 
and fight a few successful battles Hon ever, the opening 
of the European war found India moving towaids militarism 
a second time since the demobilisation aftei the last 
wai. The slow process of leciuitment staited under the 
auspices of the British Government soon gained speed resulting 
in a rapid expansion of the Indian armed forces Many in 
, ^thousands on a daily average drawn from civilian life weie 
enlisted Erom a peacetime strength of about 600 Indian 
commissioned ofiiceis it went upto 10,000. It is easy to gather 
from this the proportion of increase in the military personnel 
during the war Indian industry which had been on the point 
of death for want of care and nourishment was immediately 
revived to active life and made to break all speed records in 
the manufacture of war materials Was this phenomenal expan- 
sion of the armed services effected for the exclusive purpose of 
protecting India against aggression > Emphatically not It 
was hurnedly cained out to make good the lack of manpower 
and eq.u]pments in other parts of the empire and fight Britain’s 
battles This is clearly evident from the fact that every 
recruit was invited to sign a bond Vvith one essential condition 
^ of liability for service overseas which he w'as made to fulfil the 
first thing after a preliminary training Were they all sent 
to the Ear East and to the Middle East for guarding the Indian 
borders ? 

Thus it turned out that during Sir Stafford’s vieit some 
of the British and American forces, probably stationed as a 
symbol of the Allied help to India, “were having a fine tine in 
Indian provincial capitals and cantonments while most of the 
Indian troops were fighting abroad to save Britain. In the 
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Absence of ade(2uate transport; facilities the task of recalling 
them from the fronts would hare been very difEcult to 
accomplish And if by some chance it had been made possible 
whether they could have suooessfullj resisted a Japanese 
onslaught or that of any other Axis power when there was 
no means of resistance was doubtful One thing which stands 
out above all others in the modern w arfare is that it cannot 
be effectively conducted except with the close co operation of 
the three military arms — land sea and air In India as it 
then was there was no naval etrongth worth the talking not 
was there anj real air power How could she have droamf 
of defending herself single-handed without the means at hand 
to carry it out ? And yet the Congress thought or they said 
the} thought the} could manage it proMcIed the British agreed 
to quit There is no doubt that this confidence proceeded from 
the belief that if the Bntish loft India without making any 
hubbub Japan might see no reason to invade her This would 
mean that the w ar aim of the Nari^— one Axis power in tljo 
west — was the conquest of the world while that of the Japano o 
— another Axis power m the east — was the liberation of the 
world Whore would the friends meet? However it was on j 
such reasoning that the feadors of the Congress acted or pro- 
posed to act Tliey did not realise the complexitios of the 
defence problem when they asked for the full control of the 
Defence Department By the time they realised it and were 
willing to surrender tbrir claim the proopoct of the national 
government with full power on wliicli they had counted as the 
ininitiiiiin they would get In the hnr(ain duindled and di< 
appcircd altogether Instead of baaing our dfrlsion on the 
innin points of a subject wp debate on a single tliough import 
ant I'Oint and ultimately lose all the iwints Th s is how the 
W( rl 1 works 

There is one aspect of the question wlmh wo have 
}( to look up I IS all II lit to say that th Cnngrr«s 
dll wrong or <liil right in rejecting or aecejwin^ the nnlisli 
< fTi r What 1 not right is to tliink that Leeaufo tl i re wa* an 
17 r It shoul 1 have l>ef n a genuine rlTrr Woald tl e Ilrili«b 
1 c\« partcil with It if iho e for a hoiu it wast o-mt wore 
iMlljiig to take It up without creatlni any fu s orrr it ? Tfifs 
1 leKtion we lc\( ta answer Tracin" tie position of tfo 
1 urojean war to the early siinimcr of 1 >12 we fill ll at Orrat 
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Britain was facing the darkest situation. Though the Islanders 
were fighting with all they were worth they had very little 
hope of emerging from that crisis Threatened by invasion and 
burned and blasted by the nightly visitations of fires and high 
explosives they were in a very bad predicament They envis- 
aged a condition in which their lot would be crushing defeat 
and bittei fruits of slavery They were m utter despair not 
knowing what to do , but then there was the inspiring song 
which came to then aid ‘Britons never shall be slaves.’ It 
would be foolish to be enslaved when there was an empire of 
slaves to fight and rescue then shoreSj they thought If the 
worst came to the worst they could make India their base 
fiom which they could operate against the Axis hordes 
They weie happy that there were men in millions available in 
India for the fighting job under the British banner and in 
proportion there was as much material which would come 
handy to the needs of the campaigning Between them and 
‘^che piacticability of their new idea there was a fencing — political 
leaders They must be kept on a pacifying level for the 
duration of the crisis if the thing should work according to 
plan Sii Stafford was summoned and sermoned on patiiotism 
and despatched with the draft He was, no we ver, foie warned 
that theie should be no premature commitments on his part. 
He came, discussed and negotiated with the leaders m a friendly 
spirit keeping a keen ear over the London telephone to know 
the progress of the wai and when he heard that the tide had 
changed he wound up his business and departed or as Pandit 
Jawahailal Nehiu put it ‘they (Whitehall diehards) pulled him 
up’ Had Britain been overrun by Germany India could have 
had something — just the minimum to make her put in the 
maximum war effort — but not otherwise Neithei Sir Stafford 
noi Gieat Britain was to be blamed for this because they 
conjointly did it for self-pieseivation It is a great thing — this 
instinct for self-pieseivation — nay, greater than every other 
instinct. It does not recognise any law noi does it bow down 
before anj reason Without bothenng about pyo and con it 
straightaway goes and preserves the self by hook or crook No 
individuals and no nations and not even buds and beasts. are 
immune from it Then how can the British be 


CHAPTBB V 
RETROSPECTION 

Three years passed with the leaders in isolation and 
prison They were three gmesome years withont a parallel 
in the history of the world In general and Id that of India in 
partJonlar In the war ravaged Earopean co’rntrios njiJJlons 
were killed an I wounded not only of the armed forces hat 
among the civilian populations as well Hundreds of thousands 
of buildings erected by the toil and sweat of peaceful folks in 
the course of centuries were destroyed The whole cities and 
towns were razed to the ground as though there was no more 
nse for them The social and economic life of the people war 
completely snbverted by means of propaganda and persnasivc 
tactics employed to get them more interested in war ofTorts 
In short almost overything old and therefore familiar 
was altered beyond recognition or ruined or redaced to 
shambles 

In the course of twent> five )cars the world has oxperi 
eneod two wars — and before that any number It ix strange 
that the war machine has not been destro}o<l and no cfToctixo 
measures have boon taken to chrainate the war like spirit 
which culminates in war and onvolopos the world in darkness 
No war has over solved an> human problem except the pro- 
blem of o>er population «nd that has never been a motive for 
an> of the battles fought in the past Then why turn to it 
for help? Speaking of the armed hontilitics which have jus* 
conrladcd in the west it Is clear that the world has not hone- 
fitt<sl h> it WTiat I mean to say is that the conditions 
prevailing in tlio world are not holler than what they 
were before the war broke out On the other hand they 
arc worse in over> respect ITardl) had the sears left ly 
the fast war been hesird ap irfwn thtt deajfj gymp om* tt 
the end of peace and tranquiIHij loomM in the horlron Tie 
opposing forces clashe<l an<I the world was strangulated It 
has now ended after doing the worst possllle turn to 
humankind IIow long these fresh wourds would lake to 
heal up is dlC^ult to prtsllc In the mran Ime— what 
next ? 
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Has the war been able to secure that foi which it was 
{ought ? Did it bring anything to compensate for the immense 
saciifices made on its behalf? Nothing of the sort. What it 
did bring was bloodshed and destruction. Something moie is 
yet to arrive — starvation and destitution. Is the world sadder 
and wiser for this experience ? There are no signs even if it 
as so No doubt the Euiopean wai terminated in a profound 
and lasting defeat to the Nazis who fully deserved it and the 
Allies weie given the honour of a gloiious triumph which they 
got after risking much. Mere triumph is nothing when it is 
not followed by adequate steps to prevent the recurrence of the 
calamities the world has suffered It has been proclaimed by 
■the Allies at the outbreak, during and towards the end, of the 
■war that they had been forced into it by the Axis That much 
we can understand They were waging it to total crushing 
victory, they announced, in order that there might be no future 
wars The proof is yet to come for that , but there is every 
indication that before long it might be disproved We were also 
’bold that the new world would be far freer than the old and it 
would have complete freedom from the fear of war What do 
we see ? 

The roar of battle has only just been over and yet they talk 
•almost openly of a war with Eussia — the one great power 
who has contributed most to the fall of Germany There is 
•considerable deterioration in the Big Three relations inspite of 
all the peace conferences that have been recently held No 
peace machinery constructed at San Eraneisco can stop a war 
between big nations and no such machinery is under contempla- 
tion even They have already shown that they are unable to 
settle their own disputes On most matters affecting the Big 
Three Great Britain and the Umted States find it easy to leaeh 
an accord but Eussia’s suspicions of the other two and mce 
vei sa make a real understanding between them a problem It 
IS not that Russia is invariably in the wrong but it is the old 
pre-war feeling that is showing up She was held as a nation 
at bay by many other nations including Great Britain and America 
and everything that could be done to offend and humiliate her 
was done from the period of the Russian Revolution right up 
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to her jojmng m the \rar le it not nafcttraj that she would be^ 
BUBpieiou^ and cautions m dealing with the other two big. 
powers? What is the first thing for the big two to do 
bat to create a spirit of confidence where it is lacking «nd 
to show frankness and sincentjr in their dealings with her ^ 
If tbej fail t6 secure the willing cooperation of Russia in matters 
pertaming to intomational politics there is sure to bo a clasli. 
one daj or other indeed it would lie verj bad for lie whole 
world 


Bernard Shaw did not celebrate the V r>a> On- being 
asked wh) he did not participate iii it ho replied in his ohara 
otenstio stjle with much truth in it There is no peace yet. 
in Furope — the worst is yet to come I do not want to jom 
the fools who are pra tling awaj about this peace and who are- 
celebratinj, as if evarj thing is over w hen m fact perhaps the 
grimmest time s ill lies ahead for all Europe How can serious 
people ro;otco amid dorastation and dosti ution thtt are m 
Europe today ? Toere aro inillion® of starring Tbo> include 
little children There are great cities id rums tracts fioodcxl 
and millions dead and maimed ZIow can we proclami the 
burning of Berlin as a nctorj ? Berlin is not the Corman cap: 
tal alone It is a world capital as nmoh as Now lork and 
London aro worli capitals with thoir culture \ou cannit 
destro} the culture of centuries and consider It %ictorj Those 
dajs aro gone when wars ended witli victorj for one side 
htow it results 111 destitution for all lou canno s»op \ aran<l 
there cm bo no permanent posce wlult men have fi ts Tlio> 
will fii,ht with fi tH if thoj cannot havocinnon and J’>TnR I'ornl ■* 
and ftJrjlant So wh> tall clout tli aminmcnt ?Ruh la ha-* 
emerge 1 as Hh strani.iflt 1-aropean po^cr I can th R ■'i-m 
people hue been C litiug for th ir *: 1 thdr cntmtc) 

and tho roit hai I on fighting for tin ir lar Uor Is I/- us 
hope that tho threo In powers would id lo hf Tlioj 
have tn rmu lous j j vor as ft whole hii iftluv fillru hfa\ u 

help us all 


India wis n( ti tic war in tho** *-* IM nnl> * ff'*" 
countrj ^ati afford to hft> o < nr »t < and fnrn Is Jlru " d } n l»nl 
flho did not LnJtils in cither rro p p haps hi f'-e in" s> 
for where It was dne IIoi rrrr from the t)Mnnj rf«l>'^*ry 


piemram she -rt’as not exempted Fighting men and \\ar 
materials were xegularly sent to diffeienb fionts to fight out 
somebod 5 '' else’s freedom habtlee Dealing with a dependency, 
we ha\e to lemember, theie is no question of peimission oi 
willingness That is a point favourable to lioth. This pioce- 
duie, it is BO utterly common, does not geneially aflecc any 
conscience If there is one which does not share the popular 
wew and looks rather muddy over it the expression ‘in anticipa- 
tion of sanction’, because it covers every aspect of human 
activities, would make it transparently clear In the case of 
India the worried look of muddiness was cleared as early as it 
could be practicable when the leaders singly oi in batches nere 
segregated and given accommodation in Aga K'han’s palace, 
etc it was in the middle of the war and they were provided 
with strong guards Whether this extra courtesy was shown 
to them for their safety or for the safety of others is nob known 
Whatever it was the detention had a wholesome effect upon 
those who wanted a free hand in the matter of troop move- 
ments Their dear wish was at last fulfilled Things begsn to 
move freely and in qmck succession 

India had nothing to do with the war but the war itself 
had a lob to do with India Without her it would not have 
been possible to beat and crush Nazism or Fascism She plaved 
her part, liberated the enslaved peoples and r etui neil nithoub 
having achieved her own deliverance On the v'hole it nas a loss 
to her with no compensation This was not aftci all a gieor Iras 
V, hen compared to the loss, anguish, suffering and hunuliacion 
she had been made to go through in other dnections To begin 
with there was the 1942 August Eevolution Ii. was a legular 
campaign of blackmail and vilification against the OongiesR in 
which the casualties were admittedly'’ found to be verv liigh 
Many were broken in health for life and many v ere gaoled 
Some are still fugitives from justice Thousands upon thouoands 
suffered voluntarily'- for then ai dent faith in fieedom Though 
the leaders behind the bars appealed to the Governmenc for 
permission to contact the masses they^ were not allowed 

Then came an era of biibeiy'’ and corruption in public hfe- 
and in Government administration A long chain of lestric- 
tions, tyiramcal censorship, absolute controls without actually'- 
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controlliDg hoarding profiteering and blackniarketing were sonio 
of them They created a situation almost unprecedented 
Apart from the acute phisi *al stiflfenng that the common people 
were put to due to extreme want and privation there was a 
worsening effect on their morale As though to drive these 
ugly aspects into the backgrouDd it would seem chore appeared 
the terrible tragedy of famine in Bengal and in noighbonring 
proMnees It was a ghastly spectacle which was horrible to 
look upon and the world would never have witnessed injthing 
like it Men omen and children fell down dead in the streets 
■and on the footpaths like so many withered leaves because 
there was nothing to eat Families obandonod their homes and 
aimlessly wandered abroad like phantoms Jlusbands in utter 
desperation left their wi\ee starving and tho> in turn throw 
away their children dead or dying These were not stray cascJ^ 
nor did they occur at random 

Started in 19-13 without being noticed or with no one 
•caring to notice it death by starvation wont on silently for some 
time \ few who know it did not attach any importance 
bo anso they coo tdcml that the world was living under tho 
strain and stress of war which required heroic sacriCecs and if 
some of them took to a novel motho<1 by which they could 
provide the men in the field with sutficiont foodstuffs there was 
nothing more lauilablo tliau that Tho Bengal Covcrninorrt 
when informed a little later oxpUincil that it was a seasonal 
affair whenever rice from Burma cmild not bo had and that it 
would pass off without any ono being awaro of it at tho a Ivent 
of harvest Thus nssurod ovorybo<ly began minding his own 
business No ono cared to part nithtiio foo<lstuffB ho had even 
though ho did possess considcrablo surplus over an 1 above his 
requirements for sn ind finite period 


His simple argminent wn« that if ho were to give away he 
socallo<l surplus keo ing for himself enough to go on fm 
a month who was going to provide for him in tho next innnih 
if tho situation romainwl unchanged N\ilh tlio stuff he woul i 
have i*pare<l a few could havo live*! /or rt riwnth an 1 after that 
ho along with tlio others whom ho ha 1 truxl to save woiil 1 have 
to mee* with tho same fate Them vvas no rrMIt in that On 
dho ether hand if ho adoptwl the wIsa jwllcy of n /srd m 
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hand is as good as two in the bit-sh he \sould live secuiely aud in 
due coui6e something would always turn up In his conception 
those who weie seiiously thinking of death — foi them it mad© 
no diffeience whether they died a fortnight earhei oi later 
There was a difference, ho^sever If the event "were to take 
place earlrer there was one definite advantage for all concerned 
It would shorten the period of miseries for those who were 
involved in it and at the same time it would enable some others 
to live and enjoy the good things of life On the basis of such 
arguments it was that hoarding came into existence and 
spread its influence throughout the country putting on a mena- 
cing look whenever any one dared oppose its view 

In this matter trading classes were not at all personal 
in their approach Death by starvation was out of bounds for 
them, or so they thought Theirs was a business with genera- 
tions of reputation which ieq.uiied profits — the more the better — 
for its upkeep and development There was the chance inviting; 
them to join the campaign Should they not go ^ There weieihe 
words dinmng in then ears Make hay while the sun shines^ 
These simple words had stood the test of time without ever 
being falisfied. There was perfect sunshine everywhere They 
must make then hay before it dimmed. They made it Some 
businesses could not stand the heat of the burning sun in the 
open and so shifted to shady lanes and bylanes. Born thus, 
profiteering and blackmaiketing soon attained maturity without 
prattling through childhood and did roaring business and 
made enormous profits Profits always went to business 

These were the doctrines on the strength of which thou> 
sands thrived and lakhs and lakhs lost their lives Could any 
one have encouraged it ? That question is superfluous because it 
was about some of these profiteering businessmen that Mahatma 
Oandhi alluded as the geese that laid the golden eggs We could 
have wished they were all ordinary eggs in which case the puces 
of eggs would not have soared so high What a contrast with his 
usual democratic principles is this observation > This remark of 
his IS not a solitary instance Eecently while speaking on the 
evils of profiteering Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru declared that he did 
not grudge the prosperity but he ceitamly denounced the pro- 
' fits How can one prosper without profits^ Did I not tell you that 
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the profits alwfrjs went to the bnainee*} and not to the men who- 
handled it ? That was their stand for the cutting of so manj 
throitB There is a queried aa>ing If the fencing itself 
were to eat the crops whate\er can we do ? Similarlj if our 
foremost leaders theniaehes were to appreciate such a 
reprehensible conduct as tins what can the follows who ha>e 
•no standing but their lOoS do about it ? And yet had they been 
out of prison innumerable lives would not have gone to their 
death and our leaders would not ha\e rested until the evils 
of profiteering and blackmarkettng had boon nipped in the 
bud In life that which we wish m not what actually 
happens 

Going back to the Bengal famine wo have already soon 
that a section of the public who suepected its senousness wore 
reassured by the Govornmont that there was really no famine 
but a temporary shortage of foodstulTs duo to the fall of 
Burma Tho moniliers of the pobho though n^t coni mood 
were for tlio time being silenced and the Govornmont did not 
take the trouble of m\cstioftting it further IIowo\or without 
liai mg taken any stop^ to stop it the next stage was rosehod 
As the a^allahlllty of food boeamo more and more ineagro tho 
number of star\'ation-<lcaths rose higher and higher Tho 
cont igi n expanded the sphere of it* nctinMos to every nook 
and irnor of Btiigil— villages tow iis an*! titirs— 'w itlioiit any 
dis niiiinatinn whaifloe% r Tho ^ ntml public '^iihUnly and 
sIkc kingly liccvito awart of lho<lant,or that thr-atened th m 
Thiy n -x Ip a hue and cry a-* ho public would jspneriHy to in 
tho cirLiuii tantps \vitb>iit »,o ting n j>on'>e from any qmrtpr 
r^en a this triticiJ hour iht Bengal f ^ern/uent pui /r\arl 
the ilea that ino t of thp Inatlm were luo Co inalmitrittnii 
and they left it at that I)arkpr became the aim wplion an 1 llio 
known a o! death l> slarwition ns n; irto-l mlhnprv 
Mucial papers from tiniptaiimp were showing incrchbly high 
fil,ure«— tlinusands If tha waa not pnou h clml ra and 
small lox bn kp out m a riniJen f^rm nnl W an taking * 

Jti a \ tn!l ha ric by di Irn t 

S m party JeiJers Ino th Gn rp< pirtyj wha 
no rerv en hiisis ic in jail gam tactic-* an I th»*ref re wrr.^ 
out m the ipcn founllba »t would he (vnloi- *o hoM ou 
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any longer without organising assisl.ince to tlie clistiessed 
They convened public meeting‘s and expiessed then giave con- 
cern at the critical food situation \%hich was undoubtedly 
unprecedented and sti eased the uigent need foi concerted 
action by the Government and b\ all the paities and public- 
spirited men "While strongly condemning the Government’s 
attitude of wanton negligence which had lesulted in such a 
widespread misery and innumerable deaths by staivation 
the3' urged that immediate steps should be taken to pKicuie 
adequate quantities of foodgrams fiom other provinces and 
Indian States as well as fiom foreign countries and for which 
purpose the necessary transport facilities should be provided 

Human beings are not the most adaptable of animals , 
and they are less so when they happen to be ministers or mem- 
bers of the Cabinet In India the adaptability^ of these exalted 
individuals under whose protective wings the millions are 
supposed to be living is still less because there is no room for 
it in the age-old British tradition In the past they^ used to 
be Britishers with a keen awareness of class distinction Every 
other barrier they could break if they so liked and eat the 
forbidden fruit but not this — so strong was their faith, or 
rather, they were made to believe that so much was staked 
in it It was not their fault, not in the least — that is my point 
of view Speaking from the British viewpoint it was not at 
all a fault for a Britisher to possess this one characteristic over 
which they had spent years of labour He was schooled and 
later trarned for the exclusive purpose of making him a different 
being from the mass of the nation — in speech and bearing to 
start with What more is there to argue about ? This was 
and IS still to some extent the system prevailing in England 
— a free country in every aspect with a democratic outlook 
There was the Common Man and there was the Eulrng Glass 
Man, both British, with a wide margin between them under all 
man-made circumstances That was how the British folk lived 
in their own homeUnd 

It was some of them who were sent "io rule over India 
The moment they set foot on the Indian soil they automatically'' 
became the ruling class — the question as to which strata of 
society they belonged vas thought to be unnecessary to 



THE STOET OP THE WAVELL PLAN 


dO 

look into and it was considered to be equalJj immatorial 
what job thej had come to take up The term ruling class was 
given a wider and more elastio meaning in India than in Treat 
Britain An> westerner — let him be an American a Spaniard 
a Pole — bj virtue of hiB hailing from the nest was accommoda 
ted in the familj of the ruling class and so also the Indian 
aristocracy For this kind of muddling the Indians alone 
were responsible and not the British However the class 
distinction — baron and a oommom r — that existed in Groat 
Britain when it reached the Indian shores did not show an> 
sign of weakening On the other hand it widened the gulf 
naturally of coarse and so widely that the difference between 
a Britisher of some importance and an ordinary Indian was 
that which appeared to exist between God and man to say 
the least Tins difference was roligionsly kept dunng all 
file ups and downs of tbo Bntieh rule in India 

Even where sn Indian was appointed to a superior po«t 
It had been carefully seen whether bo was born to a gre^t 
^position and whether ho would be ablo to maintain the dis 

on drawn between tho ruling classes and t)>o toiling 
Tbo ability to do his job did not count if other tilings 
/fa\ cured nor did lie lose the appointment for tho lack ol it 
Tins \>as bow the Indian administrative busmens vascoo 
ducted Tho Bengal Jfmlstry dunng tho foo<l enms liappenwl 
to Iw one of this kind It hnd no public support excej t that 
of the Ilongal Go>orncr and on who^ initiative It ' a^ that 
tbo Ministry had been formed Tlioy were a tram cormu ly 
aloof from the niasi { people and knew nett to nothing 
alKiut tboiii Being a sot of Bunshine jiolUiclans they were 
most unfitted to tho tn«k of facing tlie stark rralitic"* of a famlno 
condition on which tho live* of niiHiona dependcfl They did 
not po-«r -1 the rrqui ite Icaderwliip to command the ro»'>jTra 
tion of till ^,«ncnil pul he nor did they ha\c tho nrr^nlting 
capacity to go and see things done in their projvr order 
IIov\ could such a Mini try wage war w ith the nccMsary ferro 
ami eteadfastne « against the worn enemy of humanity — 
hunc r? in spite of all the heart rcndirre cries for help from 
men and women dying for want of food the-n notal Ics did prar I 
callj no hing to inittjjito the sufferings beyond • a’e 
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lueutH and holding oiU falpo hopea that though Liangs looKed 
nasty they would bright on tip 

As Ihoio was noithoi initiative noi ontcrpiiso foiLh- 
conung from the GovernmonL quaitor the distiosscd public 
had to fall hick upon then own resources — and that was 
starvation and then death. In the meantime, some of the 
leaders issued moving appeals to the Indian public foi loliof 
which evoked countrjwido SMnpathy The i espouse was 
quick and suhstantial Numerous were tlie general donois 
and philanthropic institutions throughout India w'ho came to 
then aid with cash and other liberal offers of help Relief 
committees tindei the direction and contiol of diffeicnt institu- 
tions were organised. At impoitant centres free kitchens were 
started feeding tens of thousands of destitute persons daily. 
To make np the deficiency there were established seveial gruel 
kitchens and cheap canteens To give the helpless W'omen and 
orphans shelter, homes were opened providing them witli free 
food, clothing and medical aid Provisions were also made 
bj some of the foremost charitable and religious societies to 
accommodate a good number of Bengal orphans on a perma- 
nent basis in then orphanages. At one time the number of 
destitutes reached the colossal figure of 80,000, a modest 
estimate of the Government revealed This w'as in Calcutta 
What would have been in the rural areas'* Prom this we 
can gather the extiemits'^ of the danger that Bengal was head- 
ing to and the enormity of the task for those who were making 
supreme efforts to handle it 

With a view to make known the real food situation to 
the Indian public who had been stir red by the new’^s of the 
sufferings of the people of Bengal and Malabar Dr S P 
Mukherjee made a statement to the Press which although w'as 
passed for publication in some modified form by the Press 
Adviser in Calcutta -vyas banned by the Chief Press Adviser in 
New Delhi Has explanation was that he found it objectionable 
from the security point of view and thought it primarily 
designed to exploit the food situation for purely party ends 
What an understanding soul he must have had ' That it 
was the common desire of all sections of people throughout 
the country to help the distressed in the stricken areas was 
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•well known and as such they had a right to know the facts 
in order that the\ might be m a better position to judge and 
adopt measures aecordinglj for restoring normal conditions 

Takin^ the wew that there was a bit of cntioism of the 
"Bengal Go\ eminent Did they not deserve it? While men 
were dynng before their ^erJ e>efl thej were seen fiddling 
To make them die happilj ? Again — the statement was stopped 
from going to tho Press not m Calcntta but in Non Ifelhi 
The Bengal Government on whom it reflected did see no harm 
in its publication and that was whj they passeil it "Uas it 
fun or business on the part of tho Government of India to use 
their e^traordinarj powers in getting it banncil? Tho Almistry 
then m Bengal was communal to the \cr> core in addition 
to Its being dangerously inolicicnt to meet tho food crisis 
Tlio puhlic would liavo boon acting within their rights if thoj 
wanted that it should lie reconstituted on mory national lines 
Were the Government of India justified in preventing tho 
statement from going out? It was a total!) indcfonsiWo 
position for them to take up There nr© sovoml such instancLs 
where tho Government of India made a poor show hiring 
the period of crisis For tho rake of a few man) have to fori go 
thoir just claims That is wimt it come>< to 

Tho Government of Bengal did not continue tliur i>olicj 
of staling out when thoj found tlmt thing-i were iiinviiu, in 
tlw right direction without their initiation Tlie> join 1 ihn 
campaign of fectling tho dewtitntes anil tho poor and un Irrtook 
tho entire construction of evacuee relief centres caiallc <! 
accommodating nenrl> a Inkh \ portion of the stork « f f Hid 
reserved for tho nulitarj ptrwoniiel was sj-arel for muj j Irmrnt 
ing tho growing drmMid of hr nw 1) lulhc \rraiig mrnts 
were also ma lo to purcha e foo«hrains fr in t>ie I'un ah uni 
other surplus pr vinces and to make tlein availalle mile 
affe e«l areas withnu tran p» r lela> It wntiH I e ne 
on all right hut that was nr t » lie Breakdowns iti irr I 
proving th truth of tlu jrovtrh Jhrretsrrfiny u i ; fc 
XiOrM ‘luaititics jf fool tuff r mtnr 
m from tfivae donors tr llirojgh (mvi rninent fur h-» s 
with alt tho a < n lint cl la,a of a wartin r tran i>or va M *>1 
the uiomon thry tmvcT in Calcut a Tee resu! wa* I at 
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the lelief intended foi the sfcaiving milhons in villages and 
towns nevei leacbed tl^em What an awful luck foi the hungry 
and the downtrodden ' It was due to the defective S3 stem of 
disbiibution — all said Was it rectified’ It was nevei done 
to the extent that it ought to have been done Everybody kept 
on eornplaining and criticising with no one to come forward 
for setting anything right In the meanwhile, those who would 
have died had theie been no relief oiganisation wePt on dying 
all the same — unattended and perhaps unpitied too Star- 
vation-deaths are occurring even now — after so long News- 
papers contain occasional paragraphs Is it not strange that 
rn the mrdst of several mrllions who live on food a few are 
allowed to die of thirst and hunger ’ It is strange but it is 
also true Indian freedom could have been easil3'- won had 
the same number of lives been sacrificed for it — so tremendously 
heavS’ was the death-roll A conrioveisy was set afoot to 
fasten the blame for the food debacle An independent com- 
mission who examined the merits gave iecentl3f their “not God- 
made but man-made” veidicD Now the Indian public want 
rto throw the responsibility on the Bengal Government, the 
Government of India and the British Government — especially 
on the ex-British Premier Ghui chill and the ex -India Secie- 
tar5'’ Amei3'’ — and the3'' m their turn want to throw it back 
on the Indian shoulders What I say is all of them are equally 
responsible for it, not even God excepted in spite of the com- 
mission’s findings to the, contrary No goodwill it do to dispute 
over it now because wliat has been done cannot be undone 
Will they hereafter safeguard the lives of the poor ’ Then 
they would have piofitted by this bittei lesson the5 have learnt. 
At what cost ’ 

“The old world is dead, none of us can escape from 
revolutionary changes, even if we would,” said Mr Anthon3^ 
Eden He meant, it is plain, that the world is in the midst 
of a revolution and there can be no return to the old order. 
It IS a revolution that has taken place m the minds of the 
people and not a violent revolution. The change, oidinaiily 
slow, quickens during fighting, destruction, suffering, and so 
on The global war has changed the whole structure of public 
life in Europe In India the change has been more thorough 
because of the new experiences that the people have been 
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made to go through The war the pohtical deadJook the 
August disturbanoes the famiDe— all these ha\6 powerfully 
affected the Indian population and their loss has ^on the 
greatest during the last three years when compared to the 
other nations There is much to bo regretted for tlie past and 
looking around there is enough for the moment to fill one 
With despair and yet there are rays of hope for a promising 
future which is not far off 


CHAPTEB VI 
LONDON VISIT 

India has one weakness — wtaknoss for a soldier states 
j " She 18 much worned and goes tJirough a senes of 
au oken agonies whonoior she learns that a soldier statcsnan 
i« to he (Q charge of her affairs She docs not feel in the eatiio 
way for a soldier if ho is a soldier througli and through nor for a 
statesman if ho 18 not banging any military medal in his shirt 
pocket 1 hough not-ovor much too*fnendl> to them she is pn 
ant'igonistic’cither At the smlit of a soldier statcsinan on the 
otlur iiand she is alarmed gets rattled and wounha\o%c 
hoinontly voice<l her protests hut alas her \nico hvl Venn 
struck dumb long ago What she locs—shc murniurs i.runi 
blcs throws up her hands m despair ami falls jnln n nf 

inclancholiH If watclie*! it can ho p rcci\c<l that sli is trying 
to Loin tl 0 incoherent words rniticary rc'^me niihtarj rcginio 
througli her in \ing lips 

\\ here di 1 she pick up tliH neakne s from? Wiia has 
a Boldior slate man been doing to her? Thi iinhapi > idea of 
hers Itelongs to the rat and howtitr mneli wants to 
she cannot forget U loget a Flimr*o of the root cause for h r 
appatew ly peculiar frame of mfn f a tjiaie tn gj as far I »cfc 
ns 1773 when under the Rcgula mg \ct for the I tl r govern 
mont of ho Bi InhaCanpany tho frs (Jo\ernor Oonersl 
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public know him while he \va9 m thiR couufcrj and know hie 
trend of thoughts and also the atutuile lie was said to ha\o 
taken towards India s aspirations Certainlj that section 
welcomed the appointment Among tho lest tlioro was resent 
mont and irritation They criticised the British Government 
for choosing a soldier to fill a cmhan post when the war was 
on and \ hen experienced arm^ men wore in groit demand on 
all fronts Were there not other men in Great Britain w ithout 
the pernicious militarj qualification to ho chosen from ’ tlu y 
asked TJiera was no personal aniinositj m their criticifim 
"What thej were hostile to was tho imlltin part o{ it Thoj 
did not ho\6\or ro\oal ihoir ow n miagiMiigs and fears as to 
where tins would load and to what further hardfildps tlioj 
would bo put bt tins malicious act on the part of tlio 
Bntisli cabinet The time was coino and they wore coming to 
it but-lhoy wore told that I/ird \\a\ell tlio Soldier Vicorc> 
was not of that sort Abilit> einiphoit^ sincentj straight 
forwardnosa broad tnindodnoes oto were some of hts qualities 
and he was bringing with him a big m which was doiusitrsl 
tlio key to open the Indian political deadlock On hearing this 
Icscrjption they must have thought that this was ano h r 
Mahatma Gandhi engagotl on the same imsRion as the real 
Mahanua — oniancipation of slatory They kept silent 

^ new reign liogan when Field Marshal \ iscount 
assumed chargo of his office on Oct ilicr 20 1941 Many \ iro 
tempted to Bpcculato on what ho would do to make a tio\ 
star^ if Ills hands were frc« Such of them flid lift rcali e 
that so h ng as the Cliurchill \mor> I lock as alive and kiticim, 
no \ iceroy coultl keep ht« hands unlmund (r untnmt'^l Ho 
had referred t > Ills mental hsndl ag an I had spokrn !({ hilly 
of Im stinng tin deadlock Some a kofl wli n* r non 

of] cnl eirtlip the question WR Has h« I rrui^lil in Iih il nls! 
hand! ag any plan for Irriking the drill ck ’ No an \ r 

Tlio ^ Kcroy thought that the time \ as no pr ptmu t j n 

orhriakany look 1 ecaii th» Ihngil fatninr ct mln r ws 
dt eriomting and the whoJr rn t ^ rrr norvf u over j Ho 
h ft for Cilcut a and male an itir nt t ur in«i'-ciin„ mn 
dltions analog from the fofvl cri i th*’ rr id c f 1 li rl»it 

the military an honties were or Irre^l tc # i il T t^rrrn rnt 

of Bengal in removing flestitote In » Cj! j t» an 1 dj rd 4 m'* 
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foodgiaiBs in the woist-aftecbed aieas Also he opened a fund 
known as “ The Viceioy’s Disfci ess Belief bund” to deal with 
•disbiihufcion of money leeeived foi the relief of distiess in Bengal 
and othei paits of India Though his handbag lemained locked 
dor the duration, these two acts of his within a few days of his 
taking charge of offiee brought him immense popularity among 
the public 

His next notable act was the unconditional release of 
Mahatma Gandhi in May 1944, no doubt, on medical grounds 
Two months after the Mahatma wrote a letter to the Viceroy 
seeking permission bo meet; the Working Committee and if that 
were not possible there was the alternative suggestion that he 
might be allowed to have an interview with the Viceroy himself 
The reply was “ nay ” to both Fiom this it should be suppos- 
■ed that Lord Wavell must have been receiving instruction, lead 
4ind hint fioin London with regard to the probable Indian 
■demands that might come up and how thej must be dealt with 
Had it not been so he would nob have taken a negative view 
being the man on the spot It was not only he, but everj'^ Viceroy 
who appreciated the Indian situation and meant to do some- 
thing about lb, had been similarly checked fiom going out of his 
way That was why India had to tread on helplessly for 
generations without evei reaching her destination. Howevei, 
Loid Wavell stumbled a bit fiom public estimation by this 
incident There was no further move to resolve the deadlock. 
The Viceiov went to sleep over his mental handbag so that it 
might not be pinched, and India, got stuck up in the political 
mile by her own follies, expectantly waited to be loscued by 
him wdicn he got up 

Six months of spiritual slumber gare him the much needed 
rest and lofieshed him a lot There was the Hesai-Liaqnat 
formula awaiting his attention He liked it I hen ho reniembei- 
<3d and saw the ‘hag’, h nig intact and regretted the debar for its 
disposal Should it not hare become stale’ He rvas not certain 
on the point Wasn’t it bcttei to consuli (he London bocees? 
Next moining the rraiting India learnt chat the Viceior had 
gone. Where’ England Horr ’ Br an Wlntfor? Kobody 
seemed to Inior'. . Whcie a definite roa^on for a p*- 
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action 18 not knoivn numeroug reasons are brought out of tiie \ 
to 2 file The> call it speculation There is an end for ^ar 
peace and ever^tbing on earth but not for speculation It 
reigns supreme at all times and under all oircurastancoa Not 
that it does do anj one good bat it lias an attraction all its o\rn 
and the human miod cannot withstand it In India it uas 
in full swing Starting with the theory that the Vicoroj had 
gone for a walk after the sleep or had gone for a cJiango and 
passing through all the stages that ingonuit> could iniont thoj 
reached a point where thej claimed to know that ho had reallj 
flown to mortgage India to the U S or to take sanction from 
the British Cabinet for setting up a inihtarj government m 
India It would ha\o gone on had it not been for the anncmn 
cement stating that the \icoroj had arnvod in London for 
disousaing the war situation and partlcularlj the Far Eastern 
war and that there would be talks on India too There was 
disappointment because India was to bo a side issue It wan 
however quietened down a Jittio at the prospect of ladia 
figuring in tlio eon>ersations 

Lord Wa%c!l m England for disoussions with the Cal met 
sot up Ins headquarters in the India OHico and worketl for 
long hours in an oncJoav our to crowd as much u«( ful work as 
possible into his visit Ho had prhato talks with Mr Churclnil 
and 'Mr Amerj and soon dtscororoJ that his task was not goini, 
to I c so e-isA as ho hatl expected The} both pceinrd to b s 
unchanging :in I uncliangcablo on the Indian question Hu 
could con\ert and actmllj consorted to somo extent Hu 
Go'ornnient an i 6t 1 ral ini mlK*rs of tho Cal inot to bis I'oiiu 
of \iew but not the Cl urchiU \incr> coin) iralinn Tbo> worn 
found deadl> orijo c I to the i lea of nnj sli ckt nuig of t)i Iml I 
on India Probiblj tho> hit that it would In a i rsonal )nm 
for them if In Im wore to change haiuU and they wir q rltn 
unwilling to 1 ki a part) to it A stran fnir* It app/un J 
that Lord WnrclJ wanted the Congrcia Ira lira to l>« rtl a < I 
ministries to IfO restorc<I in section 93 provinces an 1 a Natioral 

GoveminoDt to l»e s( t upttt thoCentro iinmivliM Ij Anemf'slc 

no sermtHi to liAVO l>con the ropl> Ixir I \\ aarfi tbourli t)<’« 
his mission had f iilc«l at the sera out*o Could ho trturn to In h» 
cmp>!ian»lM? \Mjat woull lie Ml Ihoixp^anl cr»w<l> 

Ho was dlfhwrten^l Ho threatened to resign an 1 hl« rvsigna 
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tion ■w'ould have bee a accepted “with legiet ” but foi the sudden 
teimination of the Euiopean vai and the crisis that set in 
Biitish politics 

The ten-yeai-old Biitieh Paih ament was dissolved and in 
its stead a “ caretaker” Government was formed to caiiy on the 
business The general election fever lan high. lb played 
between enthusiasm and nervousness Mr Churchill belonged 
to the latter categoiv and Mr Amery to a degree less Power 
was abandoning IMi Ghui chill — the war leader — on the eve 
of the Allied victory The general election was to take place 
on July 5, 1945 There was no time to be lost if be wanted 
decently to fight it out For the election campaign he had the 
war leadership to parade with and he could as well have the 
Indian saviour ship He handed back the bag to Lord Wavell 
with the specific instruction “ do as you like ” and wished him 
godspeed 

The Viceioy had intended to stay in England onlj'- for 
a week or two and had been quite sure that his proposals 
would be immediately accepted by the British Cabinet without 
question However, in actual practice he had to face unex- 
pected delays and setbacks Not onlj was he disgrrstinglj^ 
detained for more than nine weeks but at every turn he took, 
there was opposition and he was hard put to bring home to 
them his viewpoint Prom the veiv beginning there was failure 
stating him in tire face and yet he worked hard for the sake 
of his coiiMction No labour goes without bearing fimt. 
Allhougli it appeared that Lord Wavell’s labours would have 
been in vain Piovid-mcc came to his aid at the last moment. 
He came out successful and v as happy for it 
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bord Wavell returned and the Indian pubho kno\Mng that 
there as ft Wa veil PJan waited to hear all about it No tttir 
and not even a whisper could be hoard from the olhciul wing but 
they looLed solemn and secretive Tenseness increased and 
It would have exploded had it not boon for tho tiroelj announ 
cement that the plan would be unfolded on Juno 14 at tho 
latest Tlmt was almost a week later Everjbo(l> wasdis 
appointed except tho Indian Press Speculation is itsnionopolj 
and tune should be allowed for that A week — quite enough 
It started tho campaign in nght earnest and spoculatocl Unobt) 
Interim or national go> eminent ? IVould it bo a rcBponsiblo 
government tvith joint responsibility? How would it Iw 
represented at the Centro ? fifty fifty Hindu Muslim ? Would 
the parties agree ? etc etc 

Wlulo the Press was indulging in sucli unhealthy spiriiln 
tions Lord Wavell was engaged in secret session? He w»h 
sounding tho opinion of hiB Exccutno Council on Ids proposal" 
for a sottlomont That was a wrong proccdurt )m had adopti'tl 
Not that they wore not qualified to offer uroIuI advice and 
assistance in tho solution of tho political deadlock or tn tho 
setting up of a cationsl go\cnimont To lia\o done il would 
not lla^e l>con in their inCcrosts Tliey did not rrpns iit snj 
section of the public but at tho panic time they wnninl 
to < ontmuo in oil CO although they had no real j^owtr in tho 
adminiatratlao machinery Tins arrnngt inent wouU help tfic 
13nti"li Go\trnrncnt to show tho worM that India was item/* 
ruled by majority of Indians Pid it roveal tho hoiictit Iritlli? 
Whore didtho nationalis partu s who Iiaxl s rugnlinl anl "arri 
ficed for freedom and who n ill} reprr^n <vla w«;or i>or!ho ol 
tho public come in? In ha is not looking for mere <1^*.'’ 
but freedom with full pcJwir By this movi ixird MaveU I ^ * 
good percintago of public support as tin atronsrl''!'* 
vitiatwl by a great deal of nnnece riry ap.-cuUtioni v»l Ich c il I 
baro boon avoided if ho hvl con ultr»l the Ii tiers of j jblic 
opinion fmmetliatcly on his arrival 
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June 14 ai lived. Hi'? Excellency the Viceioy Field- 
Marsbal Loid Wa^ell m a bioadc.ist fiotn New Delhi explained 
Jhis pioposals and India listened to with lapb attention 

I have been aulhoiised by His Majesty’s Government to 
place befoie Indian political leadcis pioposals designed 
to ease the piesent political sit.iiation and to advance 
India towards hei goal of full self-government These 
pioposals aie at the piesent moment being explained 
to Parliament by the Secietaiy of State foi India My 
intention m this bioadcast is to explain to you the 
pioposals, the ideas undeiljing them, and the method 
bj"^ which I hope to put them into effect 

This IS not an attempt to obtain oi impose a constitutional 
settlement , His Majesty’s Goveiument had hoped that 
the leaders of the Indian parties would agree amongst 
themselves on a settlement of the communal issue, 
which IS the mam stumbling-block, but this hope has 
not been fulfilled 

In the meantime, India has great opportunities to be taken 
and great pioblems to be solved, which require a 
common effort by the leading men of all parties I 
therefore propose, with the full support of His Majesty’s 
Government, to invite Indian leaders, both of Central 
and provincial politics, to take counsel with me with 
a view to the formation of a new Executive Council 
representative of organised political opinion The pro- 
posed new Council would represent the main com- 
munities and would include equal proportions of Caste 
Hindus and Muslims It would work, if formed, under 
the existing constitution, but it would be an entirely 
Indian Council, except for the Yiceioy and the Com- 
mandei-in-Chief, who would retain his position as War 
Member 

It IS also proposed that the portfolio of External Afiairs, 
which has hitherto been held by the Viceroy, should be 
placed in charge of an Indian Member of Council, so far 
as the interests of British India are concerned 
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A further step proposed by His Majestj a Gorornmonfc la 
the appointment of a British High Oommissioner m 
India as in the Pominions to represent Great Bntain a 
commercial and other such interests fn India 

Such a nou ETecutno Council will joii roihae repreaont 
a definite advance on the road to self government It 
w ill be almost entirelj Indian and the Finance and 
Home Ufombors mil for the first time ho Indians iviiilo 
an Indian TVill also lie charged with tlie manaftemont 
of India R foreign affairs iforeovor meniliers mil now 
ho Bclcctod bj the Governor General after consultation 
with political loaders though their appointment will 
of course ho suhjo t to the approval of His ^faJest 5 the 
King Emperor 

The Counoil will work mthm tlie framework of tho 
present constitution and there can lie no Quostfon of 
the Go% ernor Genera) ngreting not to rrercjse )iii 
constitutional powot of control hut it will of course 
not 1 k) exorciso<l nnrcasonablj 

I should like to cnako it clear that tho formation of this 
interim Government will in no waj prejudice tho final 
constitutional fotilonicrt 

Tho main tasks for tins now Exccatno Council would he — 
First to proFcculo tho war ngnnst Tapan with the 
utmost energ} till Japan is uttcrlj dofealeil 

Secnndlj tocnrrj on tho govcriuiient of Briti h Inlia 
w ith all tho manifold tanka of po^^war development 
in front of it until a now permanent con* ilution ran 
ho agreed upon and comes mlo force 

Tlurdlj to consider w hen tho mcrtdi^rs of ll Govern 
ment think 1 possible tho meins |> which such 
agreement can I orbie'i'*! 

Tlie third t-n is mo t • iiportanl I wan to make it 
quite clear that noitliir I nor Ifi* a Gotern 

inent have los sinlit of the iic'al fir a Intn- tern 
solution and that llio present pnir’' ‘ff inl^rli-l 
to make a long term solution eisier 
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I have consideied the best means of foirning such a 

Council , and have decided bo invite the following to 

Viceiegal Lodge to advise me 

Those now holding ofhce as Pi eniiei m a piovincial 
Government, or, foi piovinces now undei Section 
93 Government those who last held the office of 
Piemiei , the leadei of the Congiess Paiby and the 
deputy leadei of the Muslim League in *the Cential 
As 8 emhl 3 '’ , the leadei of the Congiess Paib^'’ and the 
Muslim League in the Council of State , also the 
leadei s of the Nationalist Paity and the Eiiiopean 
Gioup in the Assembly, Mi Gandhi and Mi Jinnah 
as the lecognised leaders of the two mam political 
paities, Rao Bahndui N Siva Ra] to repiesent the 
Scheduled Glasses , Mastei Taia Singh to lepiesent 
the Sikhs 

Invitations to these gentlemen aie being handed to 
them today and it is pioposed to assemble the 
confeience on June 26 at Simla wheie we shall bo 
coolei than at Delhi 

I tiust that all those invited will attend the con- 
feienoe and give me then help On me and on 
them will lie a heavy lesponsibility in this fiesh 
attempt to make piogiess towaids a final settle- 
<ment of India’s futuie 

If the meeting is successful, I hope that we shall be 
able to agiae on the foimation of the new Executive- 
Council at the Centre I also hope that it will be 
possible for Ministiies to leassume office and again 
undertake the tasks of government in the piovmces 
now administeied undei Section 93 of the Constitu- 
tion Act and that these Ministiies will be 
coahtions 

If the meeting should unfoitunateh" fail, w© must 
caiiy on as at piesent until the paities aie leadj’' to 
come together. The existing Executive Council, which 
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ha'! done Rucli \alu&ble work for India -will 
continue if other arrangemeniB cannot be agreed 
upon 

But I ha'va every hope that the meeting will succeed 
if the party leaders Will approach the problem with 
the sincere intention of working with me and with 
each other 

1 can asBore them that there is behind this proposal 
a most genuine desire on the pirt of all responsible^ 
leaders in the 'Dnited Kingdom and of the British 
people as a whole to help India to^vards her goal 
I belle^e that this is more than a step towards that 
goal it is a considerable stride fortvard and a 
stride on the right path 

I should make it clear tliat these proposals affect 
British India onl> and do not make any alterati&J 
in the relations of the pnnees with the Crown 
Bepresentative 

"With the approval of His Majeetj s Government and 
after consultation with m> Council orders have 
been siven for the immediate release of the 
members of the Working Comimttee of Congress 
who are still in detention I propose to leave the 
final decision about the others still under detention ’’ 
as the result of the 1942 disturbances to the new 
Central Government if formed and to the provin 
cial Governments 

The appropriate time for fresh elections for the ^ 
Central and Provincial legislatures will be disouseed 
at the conference 

Finally I would ask you all to help in creating the 
atmosphere of goodwill and mutual confidence that 
IS essential if we are to make progress The 
destinj of this groat country and of the many 
millions who live in it depend on the wisdom and 
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good undeiPlandinfi of tho IcatloM, botli of action 
and ot thought, and Indian, at tins cntical 

nioinont of India**^ hiatorj 

IndiaV ni'litai y loimtrttion domu stood highoi in 
tho woild th ui it doc=; \t incscnt. thinka to iho 
exploila ot hoi lonsdiawn fiom all paita of the 
countiv, IToi icpic^ontatnoa at ml oi national 
conforonc^'i ha\o \\ on high legal d foi then statcs- 
manliko attitude Sjnipath\ foi India'^ aspii aliens 
and pi ogiesa towards prospont\ ^^asne^ol gioatoi 
or moic nidcspicad Wo ha\o thus gieat assets 
l^^^o can use them w isc‘h But it \\ill not he 
eas-s,it \m11 not he (juick thoio is \oi}, much to 
do, theio aie nitin\ pitfalls and dangers Thoio is. 
on all sides something to forgive and forget 

I believe in the future of India, and as far as m me 
lies V, ill fuibhei bei greatness I ask you all for 
vour cooperation and goodwill 

It sounds all right — I moan the Viceroy’s speech It is 
a pictuieEquelj -V. orded, frank'and heartening oration ^\lthout 
being glamorous There is an amount of sinceiitx all through 
hut its true value cannot be assessed unless we have tia\eised 
the ■s\ hole distance and contacted the results Bluntness of 
" take it or leave it ” is not much in evidence although it assorts 
that if it does not succeed it would have to continue its exis- 
tence as before Eathei a bib discouraging It seems to strike 
the right note when it makes a direct appeal to “forgive and 
forget” And yet with all its losiness there is a thorn in the 
expression “ Caste Hindus ” which is apt to chill an3’’ sensitive 
),ear. Eveiy Hindu has a caste whethei it is high oi low and 
' 'as such it 16 absurd and meaningless to use the teim “ caste ” 
foi any one section of the Hindus If it had evei been used 
it must have been used in private life either foi boast oi for 
prejudicing another section of the communit^^ Stiictly speak- 
ing, it 18 an Indian slang Is it fair to pitch upon a countiy’s 
slang while making a public announcement as if theie is no 
bthei apt expression to bring out the meaning intended ? That 
IS a way of the British when they come to solve the Indian. 
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problem and there m no whj Ido not feel that the Viceroy 
78 retiponaible for it but I suspect the hand of Mr Amery when 
going through the draft for approval If it has escaped his 
notice bj some iir occupation which I doubt very much there 
IS alnajpAIr Clmrohill with his famous lighted cigar 
to detect the point of omission in the British policy towards 
India and do the needful 

The Viceroy is right when he says that this is not an 
attempt to impose a constitutional settlement So far as the 
British are concerned they would hke things m India to go on 
as tbes are Wliat they are worried about is not the non 
settlement but the ultimate settlement when it comes m spite 
of their wish against it I<ord Wavel! is trying to convince the 
w orld that the communal issue 10 the main stumbling block in the 
w ay of any constitutional arrangement- that might be attempted 
in India Well without being told the world knows what 
the real stumbling block is and if that is removed there wUl be 
perfect agreement among all oommunities It is for the Bntish 
to do it Would the> ? Then the Viceroy suggests that India 
has great opportunities to be taken and great problems to be 
solved which require a common effor^t by the leading men of all 
parties This is not so new as it would seem For the last 
two centuries India has been at it — intending to seire oppor 
bunities and making strenuous attempts to solve her problems — 
without making much headway Every time she is on the 
point of success there is a fling at hei of Caste Hindu type 
How can she ever do anything in this atmosphere ? Unless 
the cause IS eliminated disease will have to persist In the 
present cage it is the cause that is asking for its removal How 
wonderful > Is it so much fed up? Would it ettecd its good 
will and cooperation ? As regards the common effort by the 
leading men if it comes to that there is onlv one thing for them 
to do and that ig the overthrow of the British Is that what 
they mean ? I hope not 

Lord Wavell with the best of intentions perhaps calls 
into conference a number of ludian leaders botfi of central 
and provincial politics with a view to the formation of a new 
Executive Council more representative of organised political 
opinion Upto this point we can nay that the proposed conference 
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IS an iniproNcnicnt on all ‘'innliu ronfoiencos piovjou^-h held 
to the =amc cjid None of the h ipha/.ud, i)ointless in'cisiewR 
■with the leadei-' indulged m hv 'll! Siaflord Crippa No ‘uich 
piocediuo as the nomination of ineinluns h\ the (jo\orninent: 
. of India t o icpiccent the Biiiihi' Go\cinmont laihoi tnun the 
Indian public at the lioiind J able Confoi cnees held in London 
In the present instance, the iinitces .ire in no \Miy under 
the obligation of the Go\ernaient foi their selection and as 
such they can e\ei CISC then own fico will in tlio mattei of 
taking oi Icamig the pioposals ]3cing tlie pi esent Pi emiors 
and ca:-Pieinieis of provinces and being the Leaders of pauics 
^of* the Central Legislature thou leprcscnfcatne capacity is 
undoubted It would have been far casiei for the Vicci or to 
hare efi'ected the transformation in the existing Executive 
Council through the agency of these people’s icpicsentatnes 
The innocent public would liare put it down as a Dcsai-Liaquat 
joke developed into a Congress-League alT.au For all concf in- 
ed it would have simplified matters 

< ^ However, Lord Wavell has his owm idea. He has 
considered the best means of forming the council. Over 
and above the invitations already mentioned he invites one 
to represent the Scheduled Classes and another to represent 
the Sikhs Now' there is his complete panel — the icpiebentatives 
of the Congress, the Muslim League and tlie European Group , 
also those of Sikhs and the Scheduled Classes Out of these 
the Congress rs know'n to represent the whole of India or it 
represents nobody , and the Muslim League does not, nor 
does it claim to represent all the Muslims Apart from the 
League there are similar bodies like Muslim Majli^ and 
Jamiat-ul-Ulema among the Muslims, who would speak for 
them The Christians and the Par sis are not invited to the 
confetence On whom does the responsibility fall for safeguai- 
_-ding their interests? Then theie is the biggest body — the 
' Hindus Is there any one to lepresent then view'point ? Thus 
we see that there are many omissions — viewed along commuhal 
lines It IS meaningless to entrust the task of representing the 
Hindus or any other one community’’ to the Congress Its member- 
ship includes men from all communities inteiested and w'orking 
for freedom. For the repiesentation of the Hindus there is the 
Hindu Mahasabha It should have been invited 
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Supposing the Government does not want the conference 
to bo based on religious distinction In that case there is 
no need of speciallj inviting the Sikh represeDtativft It is 
not to bo taken that I am opposed to bis invitation But 
Iam,onlj trjingto show the complications that have arisen 
on account of that Had it not been for the Sikh and Schedul 
ed Classes participation there would have been no question 
of the omission of Hindus or Christians The people would 
have thought howsoever eironeouslj that the invitees to the 
conference were merelj political groups The inclusion of 
Sikhs has given it a different colouring 

The c'jndition laid down about the composition of the 
new Council is that the representation of Hindus other than 
'Scheduled Castea and Muslims on it should be equal "Who 
IS to recommend or nominate the 60 percent Hindus ? If it 
18 the Congress lb ^ ill choose men from different communities 
including Muslims But the Muslim League if left alone will 
not go beyond the Muslim fold Even granting that a required 
number of Hindus were selected from among the Congress 
leaders their political views are auoh that they may not be m 
a position to look after the interests of the Hindus as a communi 
If this parity between Hindus and Muslims is based on 
the Desai formula it should be noted that according to that 
formula the ^ percent ba is is as between two political 
bodies — Congre s and League 

Then again there is the likelihood that the Government 
mai have put the Congicss m the place of the Hindu Maha 
sahha treating it as a Hindu bodj If that be the case the 
Congress with its policy and principle will not accept that 
subordinate position nor will it take part m the deliberation^ 
How then can the Hm In Muslim parity work? It reqmres 
considerable sacrifice on the part of the Congress to accept the 
term — not specified but implied — m the Wavell plan In 
Mew of the conditions prevailing in the country however if it 
decides to w ork the plan there is the unhappy effect on the 
Hindus that tbej will not be adequately represented There 
18 a consolation m all this that after all it is a purely interim 
and temporary arrangement 
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One paifc of the plan speaks of the Indianization of the 
Viceioy’s Executive Council. All poitfolios except that of the 
Wai Membei held by the Commandei-in-Ohief will be trans- 
fer led to Indian hands They will include Home and Finance 
Depaitments and also External Affairs hitheito held by the 
Viceioy himself These changes are no doubt foi the better. 
To make it look moie convincing to the Indian political parties 
it IS made clear that the leaders will be consulted before the 
Cover nor -General makes his selection of members Such an 
Executive Council if formed will be a definite advance on all 
previous ones provided an egual amount of power is also trans- 
ferred along with it However, that is not to be The Council 
will work within the framework of the present constitution. 
It means that the change is only in the personnel without any 
shifting of power and that is not much. But even that is not 
without its psychological effect. Indians can have the satis- 
faction that they are not merely filling minor offices but all offices 
of the State It is a practical step forward which will lead to 
the next step towards freedom if majorities and minorities can 
live and work together in unity duiing the interim period It 
will provide them with an infinitely better chance of solving 
the constitutional problem which has been eluding solution 
since long And also it will enable genuine progress to be 
made in social and economic spheres which require careful 
handling by national leaders if a complete breakdown is to be 
averted 

Another great handicap to the acceptance of the Wavell 
proposals is the retention of the existing power of the Governor- 
General to overrule a majority view of his Council It was 
on the question of this veto that Cupps mission split up. Now 
again it crops up, or rather it occupies the same prominent 
position as before What does it mean ^ It looks as if the 
British people are not serious about getting the Congress to 
accept the offer 'Whatever it ma5'- be, India can no longer rel5^ 
on mere appearances for rejecting the scheme without giving it 
a sincere trial. She has a tremendous part to play in the mould- 
ing of the new V orld and the acceptance of the present offer 
will enable her all the sooner to play her part There is the 
restrictive element of a Viceroy ’b veto Whether it Mill prove 
to be a hindrance to smooth working depends on how it is to be 
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exercised Wifch regard to that Lord Wavell has given his 
solemn asenrance that it will of course not be exercised nn 
reasonably That should allay Indian fears to some extent 

To prosecute the war against Japan with the utmost en 
org} till Japan is utterly defeated is one of the mam tashs 
before the new Executive Council This is qmte believable 
because it should have been this very factor of a Japanese war 
which must have compelled the British Government to create 
the Wavell proposals If it is not for the Far Elastem situation 
and the impending British eleotion Lord Wavell would have 
failed in his mission The other tashs of postwar development 
and the search for a iiermanent constitution mentioned m the 
plan are mere inducemsutE to the Indian public 

One step proposed by His Majesty s Government is the 
appointment of a British High CommissiODer in India to repre 
sent particular interests of the United Kingdom In connec 
tion with this appointment Mr Amery in the House of Com 
mons said Under the present cooditions there is always the 
possibiUty that the Viceroy might on a particular occasion 
be placed in dealing with his Council n the ambiguous and 
even embarrassing dual position of being both concerned as 
the head of the Government of India with the de/enoe of Indian 
interests and at the same time with representing the specifio 
material interests of this country A United Kingdom High 
Commissioner on the other band would be free as in the 
Dominions to discuss and negotiate with the Government of 
India on a footing of complete equality but also of complete 
frankness It is a fact that the Viceroy s jmsition will be a 
bit peculiar when confronted with two opposing interests — 
those of India and Great Bntain He will have to defend the 
one and at the same time yield to the other In such a cir 
cumstance the presence of a British High Commissioner will 
be of immense \alue so far as the Viceroy is concerned Will 
it be helpful to India ? 

If it IB a question of defending Indian interests 
against those of any other nation than Great Bntain 
it would ha\e been easy for the Viceroy to do it himself 
out help His sense of responsibility and obligation >Noald 
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have been a sufiicient guarantee for his acting in India’s favour. 
Can he be expected to behave in the same way unbiassed when 
it IS a matter between India and Brita'in ? We Ijave to remem- 
ber that he is first of all a Britisher , and his natural leanings 
therefore will be more towards his Own home-country than a 
<5ountry he governs. It is against this background in human 
nature which admits of few exceptions that the activities of a 
High Commissioner are found necessaiy Who is he ? He too 
IB a Briton with British interests foiemost in his mind. A 
Ticeroy may have to exercise some self-restiaint where there 
IS a clash of interests between the two countiies but not a 
High Commissioner. He can openly fight out his case and so 
long as there is a chance of success the Viceroy can lemain 
^Lloof and watch. However, the moment he finds that there is 
something wrong he nan interfeie and set it light or put an 
^end to it. The power he wields for the protection of minori- 
ties enables him though indirectly to accomplish this Hence 
it 18 that the appointment of a High Commissioner gives India 
the appearance of a Dominion without any substantial advant- 
ages accompanying it 

The crucial point in the Wavell plan is that “if the meeting 
should unfortunately fail, we must caiiy on as at present 
until the parties are ready to come togethei The existing 
Executive Council, which has done such valuable work for 
India, will continue it if other airangements cannot be agreed ” 
Is it a tribute to the members of the piesent Council who 
have been so good as to set aside eveiy othei consideration and 
take up the reins of Government and act bravely upto the 
■expectations of the British authorities in quelling the August 
Aisturhances and creating the Bengal famine conditions ’ Oi is 
it a timely hint to them in recognition of their meritorious 
services rendered during the war that their cushy jobs are safe 
in British hands so long as they have an atom of power left 
over India ^ In either case. Lord Wavell is anticipating failure 
of his proposals! and he appears to be taking precautionary 
measures when he sa3s that the Geveinment “must cany on 
^8 at present ” With all his optimistic outlook and oft-repeated 
sympathy'' with India’s aspirations he seems to waver v hen 
"he 18 on the threshold of succest as a result ^^f his own per- 
'Sonal efforts He meets with his first failure at that point 
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How cftn he flucceed thereafter? It is \ery unfortunate that h& 
has boon swept away by a feeling of defeatism at a oritieaf 
moment Giving a tune liimt to the life of the present Execu 
tive Council he says that it will be contmued until the parties 
are ready to come together "Why should he suppose that they 
would come together again when they have once come and 
departed ? "Whose fault is it if they have to go empty handed ? 
However there is a threat or a pretension meant for some one 
or other in those apparently obscure words It is such Ian 
guage that makes the prosjiect of success in any venture slender 
from the very outset By some curious chance it has been the 
luck of India that there waa alw ays something of this sort when 
ever any vital thing was discussed or decided upon affecting her 
And needless to say that it helped to widen the cleavages 
among the political parties and secured an unassailable position 
for the Bntiah over the Indian continent Is it the underlying 
idea behind the "VNavell offer? If so where axe we to place 
him and his obiious y sincere efforts to see India free ? How 
are we to believe his words saying that there is behind this 
proposal a most genuine desire on the part of all responsible 
leaders in the United Kingdom and of the British people as a 
whole to help India towards her goal? Has be been duped 
by his own countrymen ? What other explanation is open to 
us ? 


CHAPTEB Yin 
REACTIONS 

The Wavell proposals were well received and recommen 
ded for acceptance by one and all m India with perhaps ft 
few exceptions The first reactions in political circles wore 
that it should not be rejected offhand and this favourablo 
attitude was continued to the end It is not because of its 
intrinsic merits — there are a few merits as already shown 
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which cannot he denied — that the Wavell Plan was unanimously 
supported by the public but because everybody, oven the 
British people on account of the woild opinion, wanted to 
see the ending of the political deadlock which had caused 
a good deal of bitterness between the two countries The Congress 
too did not take the e\tieme view as it had been its habit. 
It has realised the responsibility it owes to the public. "War, 
August disturbances, famine, etc have lowered the public morale 
and then enduring capacity It is for the Congress which 
stands for freedom from slavery and want to take steps not 
only to ameliorate the conditions of the people who have under- 
gone untold miseries by some of the man-made evils but also 
to prevent recurrence of them Another reason that has 
induced the Congress to look at the "Wavell Plan with a 
certain amount of interest is that there is a section of opinion 
which believes that behind the rejection of every British offer 
there is the Congress , and its unhealthy outlook retards the 
country’s progress This impression should be removed 

The following are the extracts of the first reactions of 
the public and the Press in India and in England 

Mahatma Gandhi: The proposed conference can do 
much useful work if it is put in its proper political setting 
and 18 at the very outset rendered immune from any fissiparous 
tendency Undoubtedly all invitees might appear as Indians 
conjointly bent on achieving India’s natural goal and not 
as persons representing several sections of Indian society 

M^. V.S. Srinivasa Sastn: The parity proposed bet- 
ween Caste Hindus and Muslims, each, interpreted literally 
and in its context, would preclude nominations by the 
Congress of Muslim Congressmen So understanding it, I 
next ask, will Mr. Jinnah abandon the ‘non-possumus’ attitude 
he has hitherto assumed and allow this interim agreement 
to work ? 

I am not one of those sanguine patriots who expect 
marvellous results to follow from this interim arrangement, 
ancluding the withdrawal of British control of Indian affairs, 
and the transfer of pohtical power rn its completeness to 
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India This is a vain hope But we must have a move 

on Let ns safeguard the future and accept tvbafc comes 

Dr Shyama Prasad Mookerjee There can be no doubt 
that the main purpose of the scheme is further to placate the 
Sluslim League and to crush the legitimate political rights of 
the Hindus 

The only ohieot of exolnding the Mahasabba at this stage 
19 that the British Government and Lord Wavell know that it 
will mthlesaly oppose anj eoheme which is intended to sacri 
fice the Hindus and the national cause at the altar of intran 
aigent communaham 

Sardar Sant Singh It la too early to give a considered 
view of Buoh an important announcement but my first reactions 
are that it le welcome inasmuch as it is an initiative taken by 
the British Government to end the political impasse As an 
intenm arrangement it should be acceptable to the country 

Sir Cowasit {ebangir In Bernard Shaw s classic phrase 
the Congreaa have ne'ver missed a chance to lose an dpportuni 
t> here is another opportunity and let us fervently hope that 
our countrymen of all political parties wUl not miss it again 

There are two important points which we must not forget 
firstly that under any conditions that may prevail the country 
must go thiough an intermediary period before any longterm 
and final constitution can he framed and secondly the years 
of expenence m the art of administration that the country has 
lost youngennen must obtain intimate acquaintance with the 
intricacies of government and the longer that is delayed the 
greater w ill be the chances of making mistakes detnmental to 
the interests of India 

Sir C P Ramaswamy Iyer This is a turning point m 
Indian history The offer that has been made by the British 
Government through Lord Wavell is both realistic and far 
sighted It xB not intended to prejudice but to prepare for a 
long term solution of India s political questions 
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The search for a solution of the pioblem of Indian States has 
been postponed hut it is feivently hoped that by unified efforts 
on the pait of the states and hy wise compromise this matter 
will soon be lesolved — the sooner the better 

Mr. Basheer Ahmed Sayeed : The proposals should be wel- 
come to all parties It is giatifjang to note that this interim 
announcement does not in any way prejudice tlie permanent 
settlement of the issues between the major political parties 
in India 

Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru : My first impression of the speech 
is that it IS excellent in temper and spirit I sincerely hope 
and trust it may receive sympathetic response from those for 
whom it IS meant 

/ 

In my opinion although it (the proposed change in the Exe- 
cutive Council) does not technically amount to responsibility 
to the Legislature as the veto remains with the Viceroy, in 
actual practice, I think, if members of the new Government are 
agreed among themselves the Government can well work as a 
National Government to all intents and purposes and there 
may be no occasion for exercise of the right of veto 

The one thing which will strike most is that Hindu Maha- 
sabha has not been invited If one communal body could be 
invited to the conference there is no reason why another should 
be ignored Personally I am not a believer in communal 
bodies, either Hindu or Muslim, but if there is going to be a 
general settlement there should be no room left for grievance 
on these accounts 

The expression Caste Hindus has come into vogue in recent 
years It is a most unfortunate expression, but I believe 
nothing more is meant by it than Hindus who do not belong 
to the Scheduled Castes I do not think, the Viceroy has, 
however, used it in anj'- sinister sense 

The conference must be called and given a change to come 
to a settlement 
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Khan Abdul Gbafiar Khan As IS well known I have 
ne\er had an^ interest m parliamentary and constitutional 
matters hence I abstain from commenting when others are com 
petont to ei>eak I can only say that no freedom loving people 
could remain content so long as some sort of power rests in 
the hands of the British Government and unless full political 
and economic jxjwer is given to representatives of the iieople 
for the service of the poor and the needy 

Mr M N Roy The Wavell offer is a repetition of the 
Cripps offer The Wav ell Plan is a medieval approach to a 
political problem in the twentieth century Labour rural toiling 
masses and the common man are altogether left out of the 
picture 

Mrs Vijayalaxmi Pandit I am happy to learn that India s 
national leaders who have been in jail without trial for nearly 
three years and who should never have been incarcerated have 
at last been released This is a move m the right direction and 
should be followed up immediately by the release of the thou 
sands of political prisoners who are still m British jails 

The Bombay Chromcle The Wavell proposals though 
extremely disappointing should not be summarily rejected but 
should be weighed well 

The Times of India We can see no alternative exi^ept an 
indefinite continuation of the present deadlock if the present 
offer IS not accepted by the Congress and the League Wo 
hope the Viceroy g request to all sides to forgive and forget 
will strike a responsive chord in every Indian heart 

Amnta Bazar Patnka The proposals far from being a 
defimte advance on the road to self government are morQ 
retrograde th&n those assooiated with the name ol Crjpps 
present to ns greater hnidles to be crossed 

Eastern Express The Wavell scheme admittedly 
DO concessions to the Congress demands which Sir Stano 
Cripps turned down after needless -wobbling 
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The National Call : If the Wavell Plan constitutes only a 
basis foi discussion and not a case of “take it oi leave it” we 
have no doubt that the peisons who have been invited by 
putting then heads together will give it an acceptable shape 
provided the Biitish Cabinet and His Excellency Lord Wavell are 
prepared to accept the alterations and amendments, some of 
them probably radical and fundamental, proposed by the 
conference 

The Hindustan Times : No political plan can be judged 
in a vacuum In view of all that has happened and the state 
of affairs in this country and the imperative need to tackle the 
liianBitional and postwar problems Indian opinion is unanimous 
that popular Governments must function immediately both at 
the Centre and in the provinces Lord Wavell has made a 
sincere effort to seek the copperation of the people of India on 
honourable terms We earnestly hope that during the forth- 
coming parleys neither the Viceroy nor the British Government 
will consider any part of their proposals as a rigid and unal- 
terable featrue but will be ready and anxious to meet the 
wishes of the leaders 

Hurriat: The Government has accepted the League’s 
totalitarian claim and completelj'- ignored Nationalist Muslims, 
whose sacrifices have forced the Government to make the offer 
It would be better for the Congress to die an honourable death 
than to participate in the Simla Confeience as a Hindu organi- 
sation 

Tej: We welcome the proposals in spite of their defects. 
They ^^lll provide a fresh basis for negotiations between Britain 
and India and the parties in India 

Ansari; The undue emphasis laid by the Viceroy and Mr 
Ameiv on the failure of the communities to leach an agieement 
hetravs a tondencj to continue the policj of “divide and rule ” 
The British Government cannot disclaim responsibility for tlie 
present" differences Britain has been compelled bj itc ow n 
needs to make a more It reniainc to bo seen how far the 
Viccioj tries to meet the Indian aspirations at tlie Simla 
•conference. 
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Observer As a half way house we must accept 
what 19 offered with such modifioationa as may he made at the 
conference of consulting arohitecta to be held very soon at 
Simla 


Daily Gaxette Lord Wavell e plan has jn it the genesia 
of a full fledged agreement between the Hindus and the Muslims 
in the Centre and in the provinces Lord VTavell has done one 
more service If his plan la accepted it makes it automatically 
impossible for self-seekers to trade in the name of India 

Mr Frank Anthony I wish the proposals every success 
but I cannot help feeling that it would have been acceptable 
to all parties and removed all ground for resentment and cnti 
oism if the remaining three recognised minonties namely the 
Anglo Indians the Ohnsfcians and the Parsis had also been 
invited 

Sir Stafford Cnpps Ever since my visit to India tn 1P43 
I have hoped that some naj might be found towards a solu 
tion of this difBcuU problem and t have done my best to help 
in resolving the Impasse which has gradually increased m 
seventh since the autumn of l943 I am particalarly delighted 
that the S^retary of State has been able to announce the release 
of the membera of the Congress Working Committee from deten 
tion and I hope that all other political detainees will quickly 
gam their freedom at the hands of the Central and Provinaial 
Governments of India 

I welcome wholeheartedlj the suggestions which have been 
put forward in the White Paper They may not appear to be 
spectacular m terms of legislation but they are indeed far 
reaching adjustments of the constitutional position in the same- 
way British India will be able to noounate its own representa 
tires to international conferences — a factor which maj be of 
the greatest importance in the settlement of problems arising 
out of the Far Eastern w ar 

With the Congreaa leaders once more free after their yeart 
of embittering confinement let us humbly trust that we may 
arrive at a deeper and more smoere understanding of their Beii 
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saciificing pafciiotism foi then coiintij, a patnotism which has 
led them into 3 eais of patient suffering P’oi it is onlj’’ if we 
can appieciate their motives of lojaltv to the Indian people 
that we can expect them to undeistand the l\oneBt reasons for 
our actions, v Inch must often have seemed to them to be so 
mistaken and unjust 

New Statesman & Nation : B-s boldly taking the initiative 
Lord "Wavell has broken Indian deadlock in the onl^'- possible 
way Alieadj'' leadeis of the Gongiess are fiee , the ban upon 
its activities is lifted and the j'^eais of coercion have come to 
an end In the near future we may expect resumption in all 
provinces of self-government that has been inteiiupted over 
the gieatei part of the peninsula since 1939 

Indians would, to oui thinking, make a giave mistake if 
thej'’ weie to distrust or dismiss this offer because in law the 
Viceroy’s veto still stands It could come into action onlv if 
/tbej'- were gravelj" disunited So soon as their union is achieved 
then freedom is an accomplished fact 

Spectator : The offer is a bold expression of timst and as 
such it has already made a deep impression in India, though 
Ml Gandhi and Mr Jinnah are acting with characteristic caution 
and reserve India has now two clear offers before it, one for 
the present and one for the future The leadeis should be left- 
with no excuse for not realising that if the3'' are really intent 
on full self-government it is theirs for the taking 

Daily Worker : What is going to matter is what India 
herself thinks of them The release of the detained members 
of the Congress Working Committee, long overdue, is welcome 
' as an essential pielrminar3'^ to any serious new effort to reach 
an agreement But the higgling and reluctant spirit in which 
Mr Amery has approached this aci. of elemental 3’’ justice is shown 
b3'' the deferment of the release of several hundred lesser 
detainees, including man3'' communist prisoners. Until after 
the proposed new conversation 

Daily Sketch: If the proposals are not accepted — and ex- 
perience allows no excessive optimism on that score — then once- 
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ARam Indians will cut off their noses to spite their faces The 
next move is with Indians 

News Chronicle Lord Wavell has taken the essential step 
forwanl The ^i/nla conference it all goes well will brin^ 
full self government for India well within its sight 

The Times The formation of an interim Indian National 
Government on the lines suggested by the recent proposals of 
the Bntish Government in addition to its immedia e practical 
advaptftgos would open np the straight road to national auto- 
nornj 


Such a Government would familiarise Indian statesmen 
with the internal and external tasks which demand a solution 
It would afford an opportunity of arriving at a communal 
settlement for agreeing upon the principles of the new oonstitu 
tion and for drafting the practical terms of the futnre treat\ 
with Britain It would enable genuine progress to be made 
in economic and social policy with the assurance that plans 
would be earned on without a break by a Government that 
will inherit power from the proposed transitional regime It 
involves nothing less than the future of their country 

The Daily Mail Ijord Wavell will be congratulated on 
his statesmanship and the offer will indeed be welcomed by the 
British people who are ever conscious of ^he outstanding war 
services of India and gallantry of her soldiers This interim 
offer stands before the world as a token of Britain s good 
faith 


Daily Telegrapn"* ‘Whether the advance Lord Wa\ell 
proposes would take plaohdependsontbe cooperation ho received ' 
from the Indian political leaders Tt would be foolish to mini 
mise the difficulties and equally foolish to lose heart Lor^ 
Wavell has the satisfaction of knowing that this country is 
-Bohdlj behind him 

Daily Herald The Labour and Trade Union movements 
have been pressing upon the self righteous Atnery the urgency 
of breaking the deadlock But lol something has happened 
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at last — and something good Let this be a lesson to us — no 
cause is evei lost 

Manchester Guardian : If Indians aie as tiied of the 
political deadlock as most people in Biitain aie they will 
accept the chance now offered them of getting the wheels of 
self-government turning again. 

If Indian leaders could bring themselves to accept the 
scheme, we fiimly believe it would produce so drastic a change 
^from buieauciacy to politics in the management of Indian 
affaiis that the road to full Home Buie would become unex- 
pectedly shoit and smooth. 

New York Times : The British proposals on India aie 
admittedly half-way measures but they prove that the British 
are siuceie in then pledges to India and contradict the charges 
that the Oripps offer xv as phoney. 

‘ New York Herald Tribune : The British offer on the 
surface is hardly revolutionary The extensive powers which 
the Viceroy and the Commander-In-Chief possess will undoub- 
I tedly be a great handicap to acceptance of the programme by 
Indian nationalists Since these were the rocks on which the 
1 Cripps mission split, the extent of the British concession may 
veil be questioned The British, however, have reasserted 
their good faith and it would seem part of wisdom for the 
Indians to accept the scheme 

Bernard Shaw : India is not my business In 1942 I 
said that Congress leaders should not hax'^e been imprisoned and_ 
L if they are now released I have nothing more to 8 a 3 '. 



OHAPJEB IX 

LEADERS RELEASED 

If there is anything welcome to the Indian people in the 
3riti0b announcement it is the release of the Congress leaders 
This one act has gladdened the hearts of millions Lord Wavell 
IS chiefly to be thanked for this Not that it has completely 
satisfied everybody In truth it has not Not only has it 
failed to satisfy the pobbc but also the very leaders who have 
been released after nearly three years of incarceration The 
reason is that there are thousands of political offenders still in 
jails There is no knowing when they wiH be get free Unless 
they are freed India cannot go about as usual For the public 
there is one consolation that since the leaders hare come out 
they will secure the liberation of others And the whole res 
jionsibility of seeing their oolleagues as free as they themselves 
are rests with them and until that IS aobie\ed the} cannht rest 
And their efforts towards it cannot be relaxed How can there 
be rejoicings unmmgled with regrets ? ^ 

The first thoughts of Pandit Jawabarlal Nehru on com 
>ing out of pnson were of those who were still rotting m jails 
,He said My first thoughts are with those who are still rotting 
in pnson Against the grim background of suffering and 
humiliation it is not a matter for rejoicing that eight members 
of the "Worklnt Committee have come strutting out of pnson 
It IS a matter for sham© and sorrow that so many of our 
comrades are still behind pnson walls Their sufferings un 
like mine have not hit the headlines The world is tending 
to forget them That is why I want to paj homage to those 
unknown Congress soldiers who have borne the brunt of the 
last struggle How true are the words uttered in deep pain 
and anguish by one of the trusted leaders ! And jet the per 
'sonal freedom of the eight meipbers of the Working Committee 
as a matter for rejoicing for its own sake and for the sake of 
those who are still m detention in that so long as the eight 
-are out and free tne earlj liberation of the rest is assured 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad Pandit Jawaliarlal Nehru 
aicharja Narendra Deo Sardar Vallabhbbai Patel Mr 
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Shankerrao Deo, Babu Eajendra Piasad, Achai 3 ’a J.B Kiipalam 
and Dr Pattabbi Sitarama 3 ^a weie released on the moinmg 
of June 15, 1945. Pandit Jawahailal Nehru and Achaiya 
Narendra Deo were at the time housed in the Almoia Distiict 
Jail. They were received b^'^ a large ciowd as they came out 
and were profusely gailanded. In the course of an interview 
Pandit Nehru said '‘Whatever changes take place, internal 
or external, the fundamental objectives and principles remain 
the same- For us in India those objectives can be stated as 
Indian independence and freedom within the large context of 
the freedom and cooperation of other nations and peoples ” 
Eefernng to the Bengal famine he added “P(^r us political 
and economic freedom are intertwined as they are in every other 
country The terrible tragedy of the Bengal famine, as ghas- 
tly, if not more so, as anything has happened in the year, is 
not only the final judgment on British rule in India but is ^so 
a death-warrant on the economic older which produces such 
tragedies ” 

Maulana Azad had been detained in a house called Earn 
Niwas converted into a special jail at Bankura Anticipating 
hJs release soon after the Viceregal bioadcast large crowds had 
collected in front of the house but they, however, had to dis- 
perse disappointed as the thing expected did not take place at 
night Next morning he received the lelease order with a 
smile from the District Magistiate to whom he requested that 
he might be allowed to stay on foi the day in the same place 
of detention pending arrangements for his journey to Calcutta 
which was granted During an interview he held that the then 
Provincial, Central and British Governments were responsible 
for the man-made famine” of Bengal He regretted that while 
thousands had been dying in the streets of Calcutta the India 
f Secretary Amery was trying to assure the world that there was 
no famine in Bengal. ‘‘We have had many wounds indeed in 
our national life But this — ^Bengal famine — is such a one 
that it will take years to be cured,” he declared 

Tikom the Tervada Central Jail were released Pardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel and Mr_ Shanketrao Deo, the former clad m 
spotless ‘khadi’ with a ‘chaddar’ wrapped round him. There 
Tvere a large mumber of Congressmen waiting at the gate to 
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moot him After gBrlanding he tyae taken to the local residence- 
of a Congress colleague from chance he proceeded to Panch 
gam where Sfahafcma Gandhi was reeiding for reasons of health 
This was hiB first meeting with ilahatma Gandhi since August 
9 1943 Sardar Patel was in good health so far as his own 
aomiBSion went but ho declined to comment on anything until 
he had time to studj the situation m the country It was he 
as the chairman of the Oongresfl Parliamentary Board ho had 
guided the destinieB of seven provinces till the Slimstries 
resigned at the outbreak of the war 

Dc Pattabhi Sitarama>ya came out of the Vellore Central 
Jail with a bunch of flowers and a charkha While waiting 
for a tan he joked with Pressmen who questioned him whether 
he would miss the baa this time He replied laughing I 
hope not He was taken to the \©llore Municipal Hall where 
he met and talked with a large number of callers Though be 
was not willing to say an^'thing about the Viceregal broadcast 
he said that the step taken by the Government reminded him i 
of the release of the Working Committee members fifteen and 
a half j ears ago during Lord Irwin s time for the inauguration 
of what was then called as the Gandhi Irwin Pact Strangely 
enough history repeated itself be said and added with emphasis 
that he for one bad always felt in the jail that it was not for 
the Congress to loosen or resolve the deadlock hut it was for 
the other side to do it When the conditions demanded of the 
Congress were recalled that it should express regret for the 
past undertake cooperation in the present and offer guarantees 
for the future and when the transfoimations that those condi 
tiODB had undergone penodioallj were studied and ultimately 
when it was found that the Government felt called upon to 
take the step they had taken it would be admitted that the 
policj of time and patience pursued by the Working ‘Oommitteo 
had been the right policj all along Mr "V 51 Obeidullab 
President ol the Tamil Nad Congress Committee garlanded him 
with a khaddar garland on behalf of the local Congressmen 

Aohan a J B Knpalani General Secretarj of the Indian 
National Congress was released from the Karachi Jail Ho 
had m his hand a small national flag he had brought from 
Ahmednagar The waiting crowd greeted him and the local 
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'Congiess leaders received and gai landed him He then motor- 
ed to his bi other's house at Karachi. At a Press conference 
held later he said that as a member of the Congiess Working 
Committee it was not proper for him to express any opinion on 
the Viceroy’s proposals On being asked -whether he -would 
favour the policy of accepting whatever little -u^as offered he 
replied “Does it mean that if you do not get good and artistic 
pictures you should decorate your house with inaitistic 
pictures ?” To another question whether the Congress Working 
Committee had fixed any programme before their airest he 
^aid that they had not fixed any programme If any one had 
'Started any movement it was on his individual responsibility 
The Congress had nothing to do with it 


Dr Rajendia Prasad was released from Bankipoie Jail 

June 20, 1945 was politically the most important day of 
•the year for Bombay. It was on that day that after three years 
' of separation the reunion of the membeis of the Working 
Committee was fixed to take place, the occasion being utilised 
for the consideration of the Wavell proposals. That day proved 
to be the rainiest day of the monsoon, the rain begun pour- 
ing down in torrents from early morning persisted upto the 
very evening giving a hell of a time to the enthusiastic thou- 
sands who had collected in the vicinity of the Victoria Termi- 
nus to welcome the illustrious -visitors to the city The unex- 

I pected downpour could not, however, detract them from their 
resolve The crowds grew thicker as the ram became heavier 
and when the trams carrying the leaders steamed in there was 
such a lush that several people were crushed into unconecious- 
t ness and the leaders themselves had to be carried shoulder 
f nigh right through the platform This -u'as the kind of recep- 
tion that the leaders were given whei ever they-uent Is it 
an indication that the Congiess politics has been crushed, as 
some say ^ Regarding this Pandit Ja-uahailal Nehiu observed 
v?hile addressing a large gathering at Allahabad “Some people 
say the Congiess has been crushed or is dead, never believe in 
Jt And the reception -u'hich you have gnen to me today 
or the one which I have received at Lucknow contiims my 
belief ” 
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The Congress Working Cominittee rnet on June 21 with, 
^[eulana \?'id the Congress President presiding and Mahatma 
Gandhi attending bj special inMtation Ihe time at its dis- 
posal being verj limited the Committee straightaway plunged 
into a discussion of the Wavel! plan Several members parti- 
cipated m the general discussion that followed The Wavell 
proposals were compared with the demand made by the All 
India Congress Committee in its 1942 August resolution It 
contained two parts the fii at of which set out India s national 
demand — cnmplete independence — and the second called upon 
Lfahstma Gandhi to assume leadership to implement: tliat de-t. 
mand In \i6W of the changed conditions it might be taken 
that the second pait did not exist but no so the first -^ny 
scheme before it could be used for resolving the political dead 
look must be tested and seen whether it satisfied the funda 
mentals of the national demand In this the Committee was 
gnided bj the changed situation in the country and was generally 
inclined to accept anj proposal which would enable India to 
continue her march to the set goal That is to say the Corrkt 
mittee favoured the Wavoll Plan 

Not tliat there were no differences of opinion Opinion divi 
ded itself into three groups There was the first group led by 
ilahatma Gandhi and Sardar Vollabhbhai Patel which strongly 
objected to the use of the terms Caste Hindus” In the 
second group there were Pandit Jawabarlal Nehru and Maulana 
Abul Kalam ^zad who knowing the limitations of the proposals 
considered it not bad to give it a fair trial as an interim 
measure Thev did not share the same objection to the torm 
Caste Hindus as those of the first group Then there was 
the third group headed by Mr C Bajagopalachan and Mr 
Bhulabhai Desai who found the terms of reference to the 
Simla conference wide and elastic and recommended that the 
ConcresB should accept it and demonstrate to the world its 
readiness to get nn with the business Wlien all is said and 
done there is one good thing about the Wavell Plan No 
Congress leader attacked it nor did he go deeper to pick holes 
in It The general trend of feeling has been in its favour all 
throngh In the course of discnssion the Wavell proposals 
were considered against the background of the Desai fornaula ando 
were found to be even the latter In manj roppe 
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At the conclusion of a two dajs’ sosaion which w^as 
said to be one of the fihoi test the \Yoiking Committee passed 
the following lesolulion 

> 

“The Y.'oikmg Committee meeting aftei neaily thiee 
3 eaiB of enfoiced isolation ha\e to considei numerous national 
and international pioblems which ha\e taken new shape and 
foim The Committee will meet again m the neai futnie for 
this purpose. 

“Meanwhile, while recognising the effoits being made to 
establish a new wmild oidei the Committee legiet these 
effoits aie being obstructed and vitiated tlie ambitions and 
feais of the gieat powers who aie often moved b 3 '’ motives of 
retaining then dominion o\er colonies and dependencies and 
preventing or delaying the freedom of these countries The 
Committee are convinced that world peace and any new inter- 
national order can onlj be based on the recognition of the 
freedom of all these conntiies and elimination of all traces of 
imperialist contiol b\ whatever name it may be called. The 
Committee reiterate their policy in regard to this mattei laid 
dow n bj'’ the Alldndia Congiess Committee on August 8, 1942 

“The Committee have noted with deep regret and resent- 
ment the recent attacks on Sjunan and Lebanese inriependence 
which are a violation not onlj'^ of the specific pledges given to 
the Syrian and Lebanese people but also nega'tion of the 
principle pioclanned the United Nations ” 
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SIMLA CONFERENCE 

The conference opened in Simla on the day and at the 
hour appointed in an atmosphere of tension and expootation 
It was not -without its hveliness Spectacular scenes were 
witnessed m and around the Viceregal Lodge — the centre of 
attraction being the venue of the proposed talks On the way 
to lb the leaders were loudly cheered bj large crowds who had 
collected at different points enroute and on arrival they were 
met bj Their Excellencies Lord and Lady Wavell with whom 
they spent a few pleasant moments on the lawn before they 
moved to the conference chamber There was at the conference 
full attendance of delegates invited for the occasion The pro 
ceedings began with the Vioero> in the chair His Ixcellenoy 
made a short opening speech and India nervously but hopefully 
waited to know the outcome of the momentous meeting 

The thing looks awfnlly simple when we look at it now 
bub it was not as simple as all that when it was being enac 
ted There was the fear of a premature breakdown of the 
attempts at a settlement before it ever came to a friendly meet 
mg and to any profitable talking There was also the anxiety 
without being pessimistic as to how it would end even if all 
the hurdles Joad been gob over Anxiety and fear have done 
more barm to mankind than any other human qualities 
General unhappiness that we see in the world — is it not due 
to fear and anxiety? War and violence over which our cm 
lization seems to have little control — ^how would it have come 
to Btav and flourish in our midst but for the two weak iraits 
in onr national character ? I wonder if this weakness iias 
nob played Its part in the Simla parleys I begin to feel it has 
when I think it out However both the Viceroy and Mahatma 
Gandhi have been cereful enough not to got overpowered by 
this dominating influence But for them the Simla Conference 
would not have proceeded as far ns it did 

The first objection to the Wavell scheme came from 
Mahatma Gandhi who felt offended at the expression Caste 
Hindus Speaking politically be said there was no such per 
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son as a “Caste Hindu” The Hindu Mahasablia represented 
all the Hindus and not meielv “Caste Hindus ” Even Pandifc 
Mala^'lya who observed caste distinction would not libe to be 
callpd a Caste Hindu Modem tendency in Hinduism was to 
abolish all cas^e distinctions and this he said he maintained in 
spite of his knowledge of reactionai'S elements in Hindu 
society He hoped that the Viceroy bad allowed himself to 
make use of the expression in uttei ignoiance He wanted to 
acquit His Excellency of knowingly wounding the suscepti- 
bilities of Hindu societ3' oi dividing it He would not have 
dvelt on this mattei, he added, but foi the fact that it touched 
the political mind of Hindus in its sensitive spot and earned 
with it political lepeicussinns With legaid to the omission of 
Hindu Mahasabha he declared he was not certain whether it 
was the wa3'' of treating the Congress w'hich sought to lepiesent 
the whole of India 3mainrng after political independence as a 
Hindu organisation and if it w^as tiue, wdiich he hoped it was 
not, the Congi ess would avoid the w hole show One thing he 
noted with deep concern was the absence of the rvoid ‘indepen- 
dence’ in the broadcast 

Another objection he raised rvas in connection with the' 
invitation He took the stand that he had no locus standi to 
attend the confaience as the recognised representative of the 
Congress That fun^'kion belonged to the President of the 
Congress or whoever was appointed on a particular occasionv 
He admitted he had for several 3mais acted unofliriall3 as an 
adviser to the Congress whenevei lequiied , and he was willing' 
to assume the same position before and even dining the con- 
ference pioceedings provided his help was found nece8Bai3 and 
the Working Committee agreed to it Theie was one more 
objection to which Mahatma Gandhi could not give his consent.^ 
That was the fixit3'' of paiit3' between Caste Hindus and 
Muslims If it was unchangeable leligious division would 
become officially stereotyped on the eve of independence Per- 
sonall3'’ he could never subsciibe to it noi the Congress if he 
knew its mind ^Pallty between the Congress and the League 
he could understand but not that between Caste Hrndus and 
Muslims 

These were some of the issues dealt with by Mahatma 
Gandhi in his correspondence with His Excellency the Viceroy 
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who folly rcBponded Regarding the Hahatma s attendance at 
the conference Lord Wavell in his replj urged him to attend 
whatever be the technical position and suggested the possibility 
of direct representation of the Congress which ultimatelj 
culminated in the invitation of the Congress President Maulana 
Azad Replying to the incorporation of the term Caste 
Hindus lie stated that it was not used with any offensive 
intention WJiat it was intended to mean was that there 
should be oquahtv between Muslims and Hindus other than 
members of Scheduled Castes Subject to this he added the 
exact composition of the Council would of course have to be 
decided at the conference 

On the question of independence he quoted the Secretary 
of State a speech to Parliament on June 14 The offer of 
March 1943 stands in its entirety That offer is bised on two 
mam principles First no limit is set to India s freedom to 
decide her own destiny whether as a free partner m the Com 
monwealtii or even without it Second that this can only be 
f achieved under a constitution or constitutions framed by 
Indians to which the mam elements are consenting parties 
As regards the demand of Mahatma Gandhi in getting the 
broadcast revised to bring it in line with modern Indian 
thought the Viceroy stated that it would not be practicable 
to modify the terms then However be disclosed his inten 
tion to deal at the conference itself with any points requiring 
clarification The conference he hoped would be held in a 
friendly atmosphere and without bitterness and there would 
be opportunity for all to enter into detailed discussion 

The demands made by Mahatma Gandhi were fully met 
\yhy ? Because Lord Wavell wanted that the leaders should 
meet Strenuously he worked for it and allowed concossions 
where required Diffioulties were in the way but they were re 
moved with a masterly hand He rushed it throueh and he sue 
oeeded How he managed it is nob after all a mjsterj It w as 
his ardent wish to see the thing done that helped him on and 
his grimmest effort to that end dul the rest Had he genuinely 
desired that the conference should he a success and liad striven 
for it he could have accomplished that also Unwanted elo* 
menfcs if there were an> he could have got rid of and obs 
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"tacles he could ha\e suimounted , and the lesultmg afcniospheio 
“vrould have been congenial foi him to create a common plat- 
loim on a film {oiindat,ion of goodwill and undei standing 
Well, it 18 doubtful w liethei he had anj' such idea 

Instinctively oi other w'lse, ^Mahatma Gandhi appeared 
"to be favourably impressed w ith the Wavell proposals There 
IS nothing surprising in this. Three 5 ears of political deadlock 
closely followed bj oountiywnde distuiljances w'ould have been 
enough for him to revise his opinion To this might be added 
the general impression recently taken root that tlie Congress 
-policy of non-cooper ation had not brought India a step nearer 
to being free These are by w'ay of regrets for 'the past and 
there is atonement implied in it There is still another aspect 
which influenced him to take a favourable view of the Wavell 
offer The w^oild has emerged from the w'ai with full of 
revolutionary plans w'hrch when introduced will put the people 
as a whole in a position to decide how they shall live and work, 
what laws they will obey and whether they will live peace- 
ably with their fellowmen The very things the Mahatma 
w’’ anted 

/ 

This New Older, as it is termed, is a process by which 
power is taken from the few who constitute the present ruling 
class and is transferred to the mass of the nation and is expect- 
ed to be more conducive to human happiness than any that 
history has shown us With such revolutionary changes 
imminent in other parts of the world in which the Common 
Man IS to pla 3 '’ the prominent part India can no longer remain 
isolated She has been slack and stupid before as well as du- 
ring the w’^ai for not having participated in w or Id events Is 
it good form to continue a pohcj’’ w''hich has been proved wrong ? 
il.The Mahatma would like to have the course changed not only 
ior the sake of India hut for the whole world 

He has realised the fact that no stable w'Oild order is 
practicable unles the 40 cioies m India are freed , and a free 
India cannot function b^ herself if other nations are not equally 
Iree Thej^ are thus interconnected He has come to think 
^that under certain circumstances cooperation is an asseritial 
lactoi for success The w ar said to have been waged for the 
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creation of a democratic world le over There is a paBsion for 
freedom m every oonntr} a prospective era of the Com- 
mon Man in sight It is said bj the British Government that 
no limit 19 set to India s freedom in her gradual process of 
development towards it Let it tafee jears or centnnes the'^ 
progress will be maintained thej saj To prove their smcenty 
of purpose thej have for the present offered an Executive 
Council entirely Indian with but two exceptions — the Viceroy 
and the Commander in Chief In these circumstances and m 
view of the future that looked more hopeful than the past 
Mahatma Gandhi thought it advisable to cooperate with the 
Bntish m their attempt to end the Indian deadlock He inust, 
have felt that he was helping the whole world to establish 
peace and mutual goodwill bj this act of his 

/ The attitude of Mahatma Gandhi towards Wavell plan 

' was one of helpfulness It iB true he raised a few objections 
but thej were of a technical nature and Lord Wavell did not 
hare to go out of the way to meet them Because the Mahatma 
was well*di posed to the proposals as be found them to be lA 
keeping with the Desai Liaquat formula which had his approval 
be converted the Congress to his way of thinking The Congress 
resumed the thread where the Mahatma bad left The verj 
fact of its agreeing to participate in the Simla Conference 
showed Its readiness to coutribote its share to the succ'ess of 
the constructive move that bad been made by Lord Wavell 

Had it not been so it could have with its policy and tridi 
tion ^ery reasonablj Jaken its stand at the point where the 
parit> between Caste Hindus and Muslims stepped m witliout 
giving room to the possibility of reaching a compromise If 
that point uas missed there wore others It could ha\e doman 
ded the release of all political pnsonere still under detention iHj 
order to create a favourable atmosphere It was witliin its pur 
vie^ to demand the removal of the ban on the All India 
Congress Committee and other allied organisations before agree 
ing to take part in the Simla conference Nobody would lla^e- 
blamed but everybody would ha\o applauded for the moment at 
least had the Congress insisted on the fulfilment of these condi 
tions as a prerequisite for its participation This the Congress 
did not do even at the risk of being misunderstood It proved 
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he's ond a shadow of doubt fchafe the Congi ess went a long way 
to make the conference a success and it could not have gone 
faitbei than this ^ 

Thus the decks veie cleared foi the Simla conference so 
far as the Congress was concerned The happy result was 
achieved marnh through the efforts of Lord Wavell and 
Mahatma Gandhi and the credit goes to both of them Mahatma 
Gandhi handled the situation in a helpful spirit and with the 
assistance fieel:^ given h^^ the Viceiov cleared the obstacles in 
the path for the Congress Lord Wavell too was not only 
considerate and courteous hut also elastic — an essential factor 
for ensurrng success 

The Muslim League leader Mr Jinnah accepted the inn- 
tation to the pieliminaiv discussion on June 24 In his reply 
he assured the Vrceroy of his cooperation and goodv ill and 
hoped that the League -vould make its contribution to any ]ust 
and reasonable interim provisional settlement He, however, 
suggested postponement of the conference by a fortnight to 
enable the Working Committee of the Muslim League to decide 
its course of action in the light of the preliminary discussion 
That he was waiting to see the Congress reaction before deciding 
his own attitude in the matter was the feeling in political cir- 
cles And I too feel it is not far away from the truth There 
is also another explanation for the League leader’s demur 
He could not find any flaw in the Viceregal broadcast or in the 
subsequent invitation over which he could raise his voice in 
protest , neither was he in a positron to grve some useful sugges- 
tron offhand Therefore, as an interim measure he pitched 
upon postponement hoping to get further enlightened by the 
passage of time failing which he hoped to take a few crumbs 
from his rival groups 

Eeplying to Mr Jinnah’s suggestion for postponement the 
Viceroy stated that doubts would be cleared in the conference 
chamber and that he preferred to adhere to the date originally 
fixed for the opening of the confeience His Excellency added 
that Ml Jinnah if he liked could arrange for his committee to 
meet in Simla To this Mr Jinnah replied that until he knew 
the full details of the scheme and was in a position to place 
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the Ifahatma ? It ib too difficult a task for him to acoomphsb- 
in this life 

Resuming our thread The Simla conference sssambled 
at the Viceregal Ijodge on June 25 at 11 AM Welcoming the 
inMtees Hm Lxcellencj the \icero> m a neat little speech 
said Before ■we begin on the agenda of this conference 
the outcome of which will have a momentous influence on the- 
destinj of India I feel there are a few words I should saj to 
jou First r welcome jou all ae men who by character and 
ability ha're risen to leadership in your provinces and parties 
I haie called you together from all parts of India at this 
cntical moment in her history to advise and help me m advan 
cing India towards prospenty political freedom and greatness 
I ask you to give me that help in a spint of broad cooperation- 
towards the good of India as a whole 

It IB not a constitutional settlement It is nob a final 
solution of India s complex proble ns that i« proposed Nor 
does the plan in any wav prejudge or prejudice the final issues 
If lb succeeds I am sure it will pa\e the towards a settle 
ment and will bring it nearer The etateSEcanslnp wisdom and 
goodwill of all of 08 IS here on trial not merelj m the ejes 
of India but before the world I said m mj broadcast that 
on all sides there was something to forgi'='e and forget We 
ha^e got to nee above the level of old prejudices and enmities 

and of party and sectional advantage n,nd think of the good of 

India the good of four hundred million people and how we can 
best combine to implement these new proposals made bj His 
Majesty s Government for the advancement of India now 
and in the future It will not be easy and unless we can place 
our deliberations at a high common level we shall not succeed 

Vou must accept my leadership for the present Until 
there is some agreed change in the constitution I am responsi 
ble to His Majesty s Government for the good and tranquillity 
of India I ask you to believe in me as s- '^mcere mend of 
India I will endeavour to guide the disoussions of this con 
ference in what I believe to be the best interests of this conn 
try On the column which stands in front of the Viceroy s 
House crowned by the Star of India are engraved these words 
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;houghfc faith, m 'WOids wisdom, in deed couiage, in life 
ce, so may India be great ’ They will make a good guide 
ui confeience ” 

Many delegates opined that the atmosphei e at the con- 
ce was congenial. “The Viceioy has set the train of the 
nence on the lails and it will now go on” \sas the signi- 
t remark by a delegate which poitiayed the tiend of the 
iBBions. After the Viceroy’s opening statement leaders 
arties made statements setting foith then viewpoints on 
iVavell plan A geneial discussion then followed duiing 
sh Loid Wavell tactfully intervened and averted an 
ward situation In the course of his speech Mr Jinnah 
bioned the Congress as a Hindu organisation Dr Khan 
b promptly rose to his feet and asked the League leader 
fcher he considered him a Hindu oi a Muslim There would 
i been a tug-of-war but Lord Wavell remarked “Mr 
lah will agree that the Consiiess represents its members.” 
Jinnah agreed In his talk the League President maintain- 
is Pakistan goal 

Maulana Azad handed to Lord Wavell a memorandum 
odying the mam points of his speech The Congress would 
pt nothing either as permanent or interim which would 
udice it^ national character The ban must be removed 
1 the All- India Congress Committee — the final authority to 
pt the proposals India must have a national army After 
Japanese war India must not be dragged or committed 
I British imperialistic .policies in countries in South-East 
I;, etc The Princes’ position must be defined in postwar 
1 as they intended to be represented by the Crown Eepre- 
lative in those plans 

So far as can be ascertained this is the story of the first 
’s proceedings There are other versions too of a speculative 
ractei differing in procedure but not in effect They were 
m use to simply because the authorities failed to issue 
hentic cornmuniques The Conference adjourned and the 
iers came out They looked cheerful if it meant anything 
. held separate meetings m their respective residences to 
ass the value of the day’s doings. 
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Tlie conference re‘?umed ita sitting at 11 A M on Jane 26 
\fter an liour and a half it adjourned to meet again next 
morning A Press Note stated Bj 12 30 PM the con 
ference had reached certain conclusions and the delegates 
expressed a vrish to confer among themselves The conference 
was accordingly adjourned until 11 A M tomorrow The 
coneluBionfl referred to in the Press Note related to the accep 
taoce of the Viceroj s definition of the main task before the 
new J xecutive Council and acceptance of the conception of 
paritj oC representation between Hindus and Mnshms. The 
afternoon as left free for the leaders to confer with each other 
and reach an agreement on the total strength of the Executive 
Council and the proportion m which that total was to be divi 
ded among the different parties. 

The most important work done b> the conference was 
to approve of the general principles embodied m the ■Wavell 
Plan for an interim Government Each party reviewed the 
possibilities of success and the contnbution it could make'* 
towards a coraproroiae with regard to the oompo it on of the 
Executive Council The Congress decided to make the maxi 
mum sacrifice consistent with its honour trusting in the 
Viceroj s word that the interim Government would be the 
stepping stone to independence It also waived its claim to he 
the sole national organisation of the country even though it 
had an indisputable title to it The Congress did not want 
power for itself but it could not agree to anj other party 
claiming exclusive representative character on behalf of any 
section of the people ** 

The Muslim League on tlie other hand was in a dilemma 
If it persisted m cHiming to represent the whole of Muslim » 
India there was the danger of causing a breakdown in the 
talks There was also the likelihood that the Vicero> might 
decide to form a Government without the Muslim League 
provided the other parties agreed The League leader found 
himself pulled m two directions bj his advisory committee on 
this question There was one section asking him to insist on 
the right of the Muslim League in the nomination of all 
Muslims to the Executive Council Thej were those who had 
txo place in the Central or Provincial Governments to bo formed 
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and theiefoie had no diiect inteiesfc m the dehbeiations The 
othei Bection had an aim Being the moulders of Muslim 
public opinion they would be called upon to govern the countiy 
if theie was going to be a National Government Naturally 
the^'' advised moderation in then demands They knen that 
if the Muslim League was kept out its strength would decline 
and become extinct They were afiaid even to think of such 
an eventuality v 

The position at the end of the da^^’s discussion disclosed 
that the claim of the Muslim League to have the exclusive 
light of selecting all the Muslim nominees to the new Executive 
Council stood , the Congress wanted that if the Muslims 
were to be five in numbei two of them muse be Oon- 
giess Muslims , and the Unionist Paity demanded that 
a Punjab jMushm must be included It was foi the settlement 
of this that the'*; were let off eaihei “Things aie going on 
veij well” was theiemaik of a Leaguer whatever he meant by 
that 


Public opinion was emphatic that all parties should show 
an accommodating spirit but the chief factors which constituted 
the parties and the public had a difi’eient opinion They forgot 
for the moment that they were speaking on behalf of the public 
and what they were sent there for was for the common good 
The Viceroy on whom depended the success of the Simla 
parleys as ver 3 thankful to the Congress for its contribution 
He was an are of the fact that the Congress had made the 
maximum effort to forgive and forget and the League had not 
Should the League refuse to come to terms would the Yiceroj'- 
gne up his efforts’ Or, w ould he drop the League and go on 
Willi the job of setting up an interim Government ’ These 
were the (luestions in everybody’s mind In the e\ening 
Pandit Pant had a talk with Mr Jinnah and the impression of 
the forrnei nhen he came out was that a Congiess-League 
reconciliation was not easy although not hopeless 

As usual the confeience asseihbled on -Tune 27 bur it 
adjoin nod till -Tune 29 after sitting for an hour Sn Heur\ 
Eichaidson and Mr. Bhulabhai Desai suggested that Loid 
Wavell, Maulana Arad and Mr Jinnah should got together and 
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■find a, solution to the question of the strength of the Executive 
Council Tiie proposal was approved by the whole conference 
and it was going to be recorded when Ur Jinnah exclaimed 
that since he had a talk with Pandit Pant m the previous after 
noon he would as well continue it Lord Wavell knowing the 
League leader as he did would have opposed it bub courtesy 
irequired that In should not And further if a settlement could 
be reached b> private talks he was only too glad of it Maulana 
Azad knew that Mr Jinnah was trying to be clever and yet he 
did not protest because he did not want to thrust his hand 
unless he was sure of the t^mg Pandit Pant on the other 
hand reasonablv felt that Mr Jinnah might have consulted his 
colleagues after their conversation and might be in a position 
to make an offer probably acceptable to the Congress 

Pant-Jinnah talks lasted an hour and a half in the after 
-noon and the latter it appeared did not even make a new 
suggestion as had been expected Later in the evening M!r Jmnab 
went to the Viceregal Lodge to meet the Vicero> according to 
a previous arrangement It was said to be in connection with 
a meeting of the Muslim Leagne Working Committee Nawab 
zada Liaquat Ali Khan revealed that these talks bad failed to 
find a solution of the controversy m regard to the method of 
selecting iTusIim representatives for the Executive Council 
The inference is that the Viceroy did not accept the League 
claim that it w as the sole representative of the Muslims of 
India The way m which he avoided meeting the Viceroy 
and the Congress President face to face and settling matters 
with them was no credit to him It was a ruse pure and simple 
as was believed 

Discussions in Congress and League camps p oceeded on the 
assumption that the Executive Council would consist of equal , 
number of Hindus and Muslims — 5 or 6 of each — and four 
others representing other minorities The Congress claimed 
"the ■ng'iA 'iti TiOTn'maVti ■aviv&wg 

Muslims to which some Loagners were read> to agree hut 
others said they could offer onlj one seat What the two 
parties proposed to do m this matter was to call a meeting of 
their respective Working Oommittets and place before them 
each other s poinis of view It would be the task of the 
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■Congre‘ 5 S Working Oommifcloo to confirm the sottlemcnb about 
the Muslim quota and give directions as to liow tlioy should 
detoimino the poisonnel of the Executive Council and whether 
non-CongLCss members should be selected. The solution 
suggested by Mahatma Gandhi that the pioposed Govemment 
should include the best men urespcctivo of paitv labels would 
have been the best but the tlifficulcy was that the Muslim 
League was not for it. Even at this stage there was the hope 
that Mr. Jinnah might yield to the piessure of his colleagues 
and agiee to foiin an all-paity Government. 

The Leaders’ conference met on June 29 and adjourned 
till July 14 to enable the delegates to consult furthei, an 
official announcement stated It meant that there was no agree- 
ment between the Congress and the Muslim League To give 
another chance to the parties concerned Lord Wavell wanted 
to allow a day moie for consultation and suggested for a con- 
ference , but Maulana Abut Kalam Azad lightly said that such 
Sconferences would serve no useful purpose The Viceroy 
thereupon asked the Congress and the Muslim League to submit 
the names of 8 to 12 candidates, and Dr. P N. Banneijee, 
Master Tara Singh and Malik Khizr Hyat Khan each to submit 
the mames of three candidates , and Mr Shiv Eao to submit 
the names of four candidates The idea is that out of this list 
the Viceroy would nominate his Executive Council Maulana 
Azad agreed to submit the names within four or five days 
whereas Mr Jinnah asked for time to consult the Muslim 
League Working Committee 

Maulana Azad i n an interview said that though the / 
Waveir Plan was only an interim arrangement it wouicl~open 
the door of freedom if worked properly Much would depend/ 
’upon the ability of the men who were chpsen to the Executive 
Council Explaining the Congress stand with regard to the 
selection of names he said that the Congress demand for the 
inclusion of Nationalist Muslims in the new Cabinet was a 
cardinal one and the Congress would exert its utmost to see 
that representation for Nationalist Muslims was seemed on 
the new Executive Council In order to justify the claim 
of the Congress as a national oigamsation the Congress pro- 
posed to ’nominate besides Hindus and Nationalist Muslims, 



62 


THE STOUT OP THE ^AVELL PL\^ 


one Indian Christian one Parsee and two Scheduled Caste 
Hindne 

Speaking on the WaToll proposals Sir Jinnah in the 
course of a statement said The Wavell proposals have for 
their basis laid down parity between Hindus other than 
Sobednled Castes and Muslims .We have no illusions about 
this pantj because on the Kxecutive Council as proposed the 
Muslim quota will not bo trore than one third and m the whole 
of the Executive Council the ATus almans will be in a minority 
of one third there will be Scheduled Caste representation Sikh 
representation and we do not Lnon yet which other community 
or communities will seenro representation becanse the strength 
of the new Executive Council has )et to be determined So is 
the case with regard to the composition which is >et to be 
determined Now as regards the Scheduled Castes their real 
grievance is of social tjTanny and econoouc oppression m 
Hindu society bnt with regard to political ideal or political goal 
it 18 the same so far as the Scheduled Castes are concerned 
Bo the representative or representatives of the Scheduled 
Castes will cot have any particular bias for us although I 
repeat we have the fullest sympathy with them and we shall 
always be read} and willing to help them to improve position 
socially and economical!} Therefore it follov.B that the Con 
gress will on many important matters be safely entitled to 
count on their support 

As regards Sikh representation they are already opposed 
to dividing India and their political idea and goal are the same 
as those of the Congress And so they arc not likely to have 
any particular bias for us Ae to any other community I do 
not know yet 

Then tl ert uill I ntish members the Comman 

der in Cli of an I tlie Vi i.rn\ Tuoc nipositinn of this Council 
will theref r-* b ith i enable the Congrrsn invariably to 
IS era/ ritj 

It IS lear that Mr Jmnah is satuCed with the Wavoll 
■Croposal I can c ti e Ifn h*^ quota in llio pr p* >tcd Executive 
pouncil willn) I m r oro-third Ho seems to bo 
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vrantmg jU'5l a liaU to make lum feol that ho is not choaLod. 
Is ho oi his pail\ icalli cnliUod to iL ’ On population baa a 
ho ought not to lm\o got ns much as ho lias boon given Tho 
^Muslims coinpiise less than ono*fourtii of tho total population 
anti as such it needs no elaborate calculation to find out that 
ihoir logitiinato shaie should be somcwlieio below one-fourth. 
And 50t !Mr Jinnah makes blind demands and sticks to them 
hoping that thej would be met bj those who aic in a weaker 
position than himself and whose lore of hbcitj is so great that 
tliey will not hesitate to make any amount of sacrifices for 
its acbie\ement. Is he not making demands %Mthout giving 
anything m return "What has he or tho Muslim League party 
contributed towards the Indian fieedom morement’ Nothing 
hut opposition emanating from love of self. Hovv can Mr 
Jmnah and his followers make such fantastic claims ? 

Apart from Muslims there are other minorities like Indian 
Christians, Anglo-Indians, Par sees, etc. Aie they to go un- 
jllepiesented ? The population stiength of some of these 
communities is such that it does not entitle them to have a 
full seat If each of them were given a seat v hich is only 
proper m the new circumstances the Muslim quota naturally 
will have to fall a little lower The fact that it has not fallen 
as it should be proves that the Muslims have been veiy liberally 
treated Do they recognise and appreciate it? At least not 
Mr Jinnah. He has been playing the spoilt child all along and 
not without advantages Many were the concessions given 
f him on this score even at the risk of ignoring the legitimate 
claims of others , and yet he indulged in giving waj- to discon- 
tentment hoping probably to get more He has been successful 
so far in that Does he intend to go on like this for ever ? If 
he does, there is no more ]UBtification for it The time is come 
stopping it No party or parties have any right to dispose 
of the material well-being of a people as they think fit and no 
party has a right to take it What I mean, is this that the 
Congress has been yielding to the Muslim League demancis ont 
of all proportions , and the Leaguers thus encouraged by the 
premier political organisation have been increasing then claims 
by leaps and hounds This should be stopped Neither of 
the parties seem to be aware that by these tactics they are 
committing an error which will lead to disastrous results It 
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m&y b© important to bring about pobtioal unity •e 9 p 6 oiaUy ■when 
j the country s freedom depended on it but it is equally impor 
tant that the price to be paid does not exceed a certain limit 
jTo realise the seriouBness of the nsk involved m it one should 
remember that it ib out of the common treasury belonging to 
the 40 crores of Indian people that payments are made Those 
who stand to lose by auoh adjustments to wm unity and 
freedom may not raise their voices at the present juncture 
Is it a sure sign that they are satisfied or they are unaware 
of the injustice done to them? Of course not A time is 
bound to come when there will be an agitation over this by 
the very men who seem to bo quiet and contented It will be 
too difficult then to tackle it without the tedious process of 
reshuffling the whole thing — a process in which the Congress 
and the League or any other party in power will have to forego 
some of their j nst claims i£ a settlement should be arrived at 
^iB 18 also baaed on injustice even though it is of a voluntary 
nature If n 36 m one generation it is sure to find its voice m an 
other and create the same havoo as its forerunner The two lead-i 
ing parties — Congress and League— -will be well advised to take^ 
note of it before they take the risk 

It happens that Mr Jmnab cannot see any difference in 
political views between Hindus Sikhs and Scheduled Caster 
although he admits that they are separated m other ways 
Unity IB as essential m politics as m other spheres and if th< 
Hindus and other minority communities can get on togethe; 
in their political activities they are taking a stop forward it 
the right direction They will goon find a common ground and 
a common to work upon and the differences which ilr 
Jmnah now perceives will no more be found among them Is 
it not worth striving for? Why not he himself thrust aside 
his unfounded fears and prejndices and join the union? It will 
be the closing of an unhappy chapter in the history of India 
Only the great can do it Has Mr Jmnah the requisite qnali 
ucation to perform such a feat ? The world has not been able 
to see it in him What the world has seen hitherto is some 
thing very different If be wants to show that greatnoes need 
not be thrust on him it is not too late m the da> to take a plunge 
and demonstrate to the doubting public what metal he is made 
c^f Has ho the courage and conviction to do it ? 
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Betweea individtials there is what is called jealousy ‘ 
No need of going into the question whethei it is good oi bad 
Howevei, it must be admitted that it is a most natural thing 
to see when two oi moie persons aie biought togethei They^ 
feel its Vi eight and act foolishl3'- and go to — Does it play 

the same conspicuous part in affairs othei than peisonal 
between paities and peisonalities ^ It looks as if it does Mr' 
Jmnah puts it in the form of a complaint that Hindus, Sikhs, 
Scheduled Castes and othei communities except Muslims are' 
one Even the two Biitish membeis in the pioposed Executive 
Council, he seems to think, aie Hindus when it is a question' 

^ of Hindus versus Muslims If this is not ]ealous3'' what is it^ 
Mr Jmnah has been lahouiing under its influence for some 
time Consequently his vision has become bluried and has 
lost the power of seeing things in their light perspective We 
can only wish that he regained his noimalcy * 

Eoi four houis on Jul3'’ 3 the Congress Woiking Committee 
imet The meeting was attended b3'’ Pandit Jawahailal Nehiu, 

^ Sardai Vallabhbhai Patel, Mrs Saiojini Naidu, Di Bajendra 
Piasad, Acharya Knpalani, Mr Asaf Ah, Pandit Govind Vallabh 
Pant, Dr Pattahhi Sitaiamayya, Mr Shankai Eao Deo and 
Di Prafulla Chandia Ghosh Mahatma Gandhi and Maulana 
Azad infoimed the committee of the conference happenings. 
They also told what attitude the Muslim League had taken up. 
The geneial feeling among the membeis of the committee was 
that theie was no more to offei to the League over and above 
what had alieady been offeied The Congress, as a national 
oiganisation lepresenting all classes and communities, was 
piepaied to take on its shoulder the responsibility of lunning 
the Cential Government iriespective of whethei the League 
; joined such a Government oi not So fai as it goes this is a 
H deal -sighted poliC3'’ and theie is good statesmanship and the 
Congiess could not have done bettei Fiom every point of 
view it had the right to take ovei the administration alone 
until the othei paities came lound to shaie the burden. 

The Congiess Working Committee again assembled on 
Jul3 4 It was a stupendous task foi them, giving up then 
revolutionai3 policv winch the\ weie accustomed to and^ taking 
up the rcsponsibilitv of government both at the Centre and 
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in the Provinces Naturally there were many questioqs which 
reqmrod discussion and decision "Who wertj the fittest 
persons to be put in positions of power and re8pOD8ib:lit\ ? 
Hov. could a government be produced as envisaged in the 
■Wavell plan in cooperation with other elements capable of 
taking effective steps to create a machinery for framing a new 
constitution? "What was the beat method to ensure coordi 
nation between the Centro and the Provinces so as to ai oid 
repetition of the events like Bengal famine ? Was there no 
means by which the resources of the Central and Provincial 
Governments could be bent to pull the country ont of the 
abnormal conditions ? These were some of the questions that 
had engaged the attention of the Congress Working Committee 

By far the most important problem that the committee 
considered was the problem What was to happen to the 
Congress organisation? This question was never seriously 
disousaed previously as there was no need for it The foremost 
leaders of the Congress remained ont when the Congress 
accepted ofGae m 1937 They controlled and directed the 
policies of the vanons Provincial Governments through the 
Parhamentary Board set up by the Working Committee Because 
of this the Congress organisation fanotioued effectively Was 
it prudent to do the same thing again ? Could the top men 
afford to remain out? If tbe> did tbeie was the fear that the 
real purpose of taking power at the Centre might not be fully 
reahsed On the other hand if leaders like Alaulana Abul 
Kalam Azad Sardar Vallabhbhai Pat^el Pandit JawaharJal 
Nehru and Babu Eajendra Prasad joined the Central Govern 
ment there was the difticulty of finding suitable men to direct 
and control the Congress orgameation The selection of the 
Congress nominees to the new Executive Council largely 
depended on the manner m wbiob these questions v\ ere 
answered In view of the importance of the matter under 
discussion the committee decided to seek Mahatma Gandhi s 
afivioo and guidance 

Another subject that was debated by tbo Worknnfe Com 
mittee was whether the Congress should sumbit a small panel 
of names and insist the Viceroy to accept all of them or whether 
it shoVild submit a sufficiently large list representative of all 
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-communities and mteiests and leave the discretion to the 
Yiceioy to choose theiefiom During the inteiesting discussion 
that followed it was revealed by some members that if the 
Co ngiess submitted a limited list and insisted on Loid Wave ll 
accepting it m toto tiieie might come a deadlock In this th e Y 
-CoDgiess would not be acting in any way dih'eieht fiom the 
Muslim Coague — a communal oiganisation. There was also 
the point that the Gongiess had declared their intention to 
accept the Wavell plan on ceitam conditions They could not 
do anything which would go against it Moieovei, the puipose 
of the Simla confeience was to end the political deadlock It 
was pointless to adopt a couise which instead of solving the 
mam deadlock they weie engaged in would create another 
Therefore the decision was taken that the Congress should 
submit a panel of names and leave the rest to the Viceroy in^ 
whose sincerity they had full faith 

During the subsequent meetings held on July 5 and 6 it 
was finally decided that the best men should be nominated for 
the Executive Council and that the choice would largely be 
confined to the members of the Congress Working Committee 
Triple parity, namely, equality between Caste Hindus, Muslims 
and othe) minorities, was a feature of the list of fifteen names 
adopted In the woids of Maulana Azad the list was hroad- 
hased and made as representative as possible of all important 
elements in the country The principles which guided the 
Working Committee in framing the list were three in numbet. 

To select men of ability was their first consideration , and 
there was then desire not to confine the selection to party 
limits , and the thud and the most important was the inclusion 
of representatives of as many minorities as possible The list 
contained the names of four Congress Hindus, three Muslim 
Leaguers, two Nationalist Muslims, one Indian Christian, one 
Par see, one Sikh, one Caste non Congress Hindu and two 
Depressed Classes The Nationalists, the Scheduled Castes, the 
Unionists and the Sikhs also submitted then separate panels of 
names to the Viceroy with the exception of the European Group 
Sir Heni^'' Eichardson stated that the task of working out 
the new constitutional system should he left to the Indians to 
cany it through 
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The diffieuU task of selecting men for the Ootincil having 
been satisfactorily completed the members of the Working 
Committee turned their attention to the Congress organisation 
It had stopped functioning since 1942 There was not the least 
doubt about the immediate need of getting it reorganised and 
revitalised However a little doubt was felt as to the advis- 
ability of changing its structure A disoussion decided this 
point No alteration was contemplated at the moment Then 
came the question whether the Congress would retain or 
abandon the function of fighting for the independence of India 
if it took the responsibility of government This question was 
as easily answered as it was put Congress and freedom were- 
like twins They had grown unidentifiably together The exis 
tence of the one depended on the life and vitality of the other 
They could not be separated without injuring both And so the 
thing was soon settled that the Congress should remain the 
Congress of old without getting flumed by the temporarj 
shifts 


How could a link be established between the Central 
Government and the Congress organisation ? In the same 
waj as it was done by the British labour Party In England 
when Labour Party members became Cabinet ministers thoj 
continued to be members of the Labour Party Eseoutive 
Similarly the members of the Congress Working Committee 
would continue in the Congress Executive when they joined 
the Central Government and would do the duties of the 
Congress Parliamentary Board The idea was that with tlie 
entrj of top-ranking Oongressmeii into the Central Govern 
ment the much needed coordination between the Centro and 
the Provinces would be secured This m its turn would enable 
measures initiated by the Central Government to be imple- 
mented by the Provincial GoTernroonts with greater speed and 
without bitch 

It had been the practice of tho Muslim League to wait 
and watch whenever tho Congress was on tho mo\e Is it to 
avoid clashes between the two? The results have not yet 
conveyed us that impression Speaking from actual facts it 
may be said that the League s wait and watch polioj fias 
been responsible for more clashes than otherwise it would have 
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been While waiting they seem to have little food foi thought 
What they look foi is a little food foi action which they get- 
fiom the Congiess when the lattei hag done with it Even 
then they aie not keen to know on what principle and policy 
the Congiess has taken its stand All that they aie concerned 
with 18 the way the Congress wind is blowing They are sure 
to proceed in the opposite dnection which has neithei leasoning 
noi aim to brast of Thus it happened thab when the announ- 
cements declaimg that the session of the Congiess Woiking 
Committee would commence on July 3 and that of the Muslim 
League Worhing Committee on JuL'- 6 appealed nobody was^ 
suipiised 

J 

The Woiking Committee of the All-India Muslim League 
held its momentous session with Mi Jinnah in the chaii. He 
explained the implications of the Wavell plan and reviewed 
the progiesB the Simla Conference was making The two 
inter Yie'v 8 he had with the Viceroy he dealt with at length 
^and placed before the Committee his coiiespondence wubh 
Lord Wavell including the letter he had received asking him 
to submit a panel of names to the new Executne Council 
After Ml Jinnah’s speech the question was debated whether 
they should send in the list of nominees as they bad already 
heard that the Congiess had forwaided the list Before an^ 
decision could be taken the meeting adjourned Again the 
League Working Committee met and continued meeting dailj 
dining which though the panel was prepared it was held back 
pending assurances from Loid Whivell vith regard to the 
League’s light to nominate all the Muslim membeis to the 
Executive Council Thej' had not long to vait 

Ml Jinnah mot the Viceioy on July 8 in response to an 
imitation from the lattei foi a peisonal discussion as it vas 
called The League Piesident A\hen he returned aftei the 
inleiMOii seemed to hare looked cheerful and important and 
the League circles appealed to bare described the War ell- 
Jinnah meeting as quite satisfactoii Jlowovei, it tianspircd 
later that the Viceioj had given his \erdict on League damand 
of assurances during the intoi view The League anted that 
the right to choose the entire Arushor blot must he acsted ip 
them Thca should hare r clear indication of the total stronctli 
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and composition of the new Fxecutive Council and the proper 
tion of representation to be accorded to other minorities in 
relation to the Muslim community They also required an 
assurance from the Viceroy that he would overrule the majority 
decision of the Council in case Buoh a decision was opposed by 
the Muslim bloc on the ground of its adversely affecting the 
Muslims The Yiceroj r leply vraB short and to the point He 
said he was not prepared to give any assurances which would 
amount to amending his broadcast and the plan approved by 
His Majesty s Government Accordingly the League High 
'Command decided not to give the panel asked for 

•Although they made up tbeir minds not to give their 
■cooperation and support to the Wavell plan until the terms 
put up b\ them were accepted the opinion m the League ranks 
was divided One group thought that if an interim Govern 
merit was formed without the Muslim League s participation 
It would be a shattering blow to tbeir prestige Another group 
argued that with the Congress in power and the League ini 
opposition the latter would gam fresh strength because the ^ 
civil service and police would not assist the Oongrees Govern 
mgnt to enforce law and order and the Congress naturally would 
have to come to terms with the League The third group 
‘believed that the Congress had learnt its lesson and that the 
Viceroy and Governors would wboJebeartedJj cooperate m 
every possible way with the Congress and other parties who 
would form the new Government It was against those clashes 
of views which would ha've become sharper if they had dragged 
on that the League resolved to stand back Is tliero any 
patriotism in their resolve 7 

The final break between the "Viceroy and Mr Tinnah 
occurred on July 11 when they were together for about lu 
minutes Toe former had not accepted the basis of selection 
made by the Congress and tbereforo had drawn a list of Iub 
own %vith the approval of Whitobon which be sboned to 5Ir 
Jmnah He made it clear to the League President that he 
could not be a part) to the demand that all Muslim members 
must be League nominees Wr Jmnah declined to accept the 
award The in erviei\ terminated ahruptlv and the firs*^ 
clouds of the failure of the Simla Conference were rcleasoil 
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Label the Vicoioy senb for jMaliatuia Gandhi and lequos- 
ted him to rcconimcnd the list to tlie CoiigieBS Working 
Committee Thev thereat toi talked over the tnin of events 
and the implications of Mi JinnahV mtiansigencc. The 
Viceroy assined the I^Iahatina that ho would consult Whitehall 
again and let him know his decision on the moiiow thiough 
Maulaua A/ad who w ould be meeting him 

The W^niell-A/ad meeting did not pioduce the desiied 
result The Viceioy told the Congress President in about 50 
minutes that the League leadoi had rejected bis offer of four 
seats , but he did nob give an^' indication as to whethei he would 
go ahead wuth the foimation of a new Government in the 
absence of the League support That the conference had 
virtually ended without achieving its object was the trend of 
thought in the Congress circles after the interview However, 
Maulan a Azad bad something different to tell Pressmen “I 
was hopeful, I am hopeful and I shall ever be hopeful,” he said. 
The Congress President is right Are we not still hopeful ? There 
was nothing else to do but to wait foi the Viceroy’s announce- 
ment on tlie subject They were hound to wait and they 
w^aited 

There wmre three courses that the Viceroy might adopt 
After dissolving the Simla conference he could confess his 
failure to constitute a national government under his leader- 
ship With the overwhelming support he had secured for his 
plan he could as w'ell set up a representative government at 
the Centre and in the Provinces The last but not the less 
important alternative was that he might postpone the final 
decision till the result of the general election in^Biibain was 
announced These wmre some of the theoretical possibilities as 
to what theAheeroy would do at the dead end he had contacted. 
In spite of the wave of pessimism that was sweeping over Simla 
the popular opinion held the view that if the present oppor- 
tunity of making friends with the Congress was missed it wouldT 
never recur There was, therefore, general belief that Lord 
Wavell would rise to the occasion and set up an interim 
Government and earn the gratitude of millions In the midsfc 
of these speculations as to how the Viceroy w oirfd react to 
the situation cieated by Mi* Jinnah the Congress continued 
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to respond favourably to the Wavell proposals and showed its 
willingness to join the interim Government and undertale 
responsibility ■whether the Muslim League cooperated or not 
This was a fine gesture on the part of the Congress which the 
Viceroy should have noticed and appreciated it But His 
Excellency could not take any action by himself until he knew 
the London DOint of view which he could not expect to get 
because the British Government was m a state of suspense as 
regards the result of the general election Even if the British 
were not engaged as they were in their election mama whether 
they would have taken any timely steiw to avert the crisis in 
India was a mere speaulation The situation, was the Viceroy 
could not act on his own initiative nor would the British give 
him leave for it bub the leaders of Indian politics who knew 
that under Lord Wavell s leadership they had reached a stage 
which required the Viceroy to play the hero fully believed 
\ that he would What a disappointment it would have been 
1 for them when thej found that the hero they had followed 
* lacked in courage and determination to perform the heroic part 
he had undertaken 1 


CHAPTER XI 
FAILURE 

Did the Simla conference fail ? It may be said it did or 
it did not Even after the Viceroy had declared it to have 
failed and many a tear had been shed o'ver it by the public 
including Lord Wavell bimsolf there was a feeling of optimism 
that something would turn up In that hopelul dream the 
shadow of the breakdown was ignored or forgotten There 
was a widespread belief tliat sooner or later the broken thread 
would be picked up and that the efforts made in Simla would 
bo fully utilised The reason for this was provided by the 
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Viceioy in hiB closing speech at the [Simla conference He 
iinnounced the failure and took upon himself the lesponsibility 
for it. Then he gave hints as to what he would do next in 
which there were a few hopeful signs for the wary 

The following is an extract from his statement “ I 
propose to take a little time to consider in what way I can best 
help India after the failure of the conference You can help best 
by refraining from reciimination The war against Japan 
must be carried on and law and order must be maintained , 
and until I see my way more clearly than I do now, it may be 
-difficult, perhaps impossible, to suggest any new move. No 
Government can carry on under the daily prospect of change 
or drssolution I have to secure the stability and day-to-day 
•efficiency of my Government and ic would be impossible to 
enter upon continuous or even frequent political discussions 
of this kind Whatever decisions His Majesty’s Government 
may take in the near future must therefore in all probability 
hold good for some little time ” 

Look at the irony Lord Wavell had ample time and 
opportunities to help India realise what was uppermost in her 
mind — ^her political freedom He was as much interested as 
any Indian in seeing her free and had unceasingly endeavoured 
for it. There was the Indian National Congress — the only 
political organisation that could speak for INDIA — whose 
willing support he had enlisted For that very reason the 
communal bodies and other partisan interests except perhaps 
one had extended then cooperation in carrying out his plan. 
Between him and the success there was only one step. Had 
he taken it as resolutely as he had shown himself to be at the 
start there would have been no occasion for further “political 
discussions of this kind ’’ But, to the surprise of everybody, 
he wavered, seemed to lose heart and ultimatels'- turned back. 
It IS true he could not have taken that decisive step unless all 
agreed, the announcement of his proposals had said as much 
However, there was no reason why he should have so strictly 
adhered to a pronouncement made long before he was called 
upon to face facts. Had he not said that his plan in itself 
was not the last word and changes in it could be effected 
during discussions ? He could have easily erased that which 
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prevented him from going ahead with hig plan SucoesB would 
have been his Unfortunately he was nob on the level of the- 
task at the moment 

It 18 ver^ good of His Exoellenc) the Viceroj to have 
assured the Indian public that his efiforts towards a settlement 
had not ended That was a hopeful sign m itself But mere 
attempts to brine about an agreement between parties with 
divergent Mews V, ould not bear fruit unless one is prepared 
to face everj conceivable emergency and come clean out of it 
Apart from preparedness to overcome difBoulties one must have 
keenness to a large degree and determination m equal 
proportion Had Lord Wavell been armed with these 
essentials of success ? Did he make use of them when the 
crucial moment arrived ? If he had he could have resolved 
the differences on the spot and there would have been a 
National Government foaotioning m India Its absence shows 
that be placed and lost although he bad all the trump cards 
for ensuring success Was the Simla conference merely a 
British election stunt ? It is difficult to answer And jet 
there appears to be a close connection between the two Till 
July 6 — this was the day fixed for polhng in Britain— the 
prospect of succe s of the Simla talks was on the ascent and 
thereafter it gradually deteriorated What should we infer 
from this ? 

Having done his best to defeat the very object for which 
he has been labouring hard Lord Wavell is asking for time to 
consider the beat way he can help India Is it not a bit 
puzzling? Does he think that the experience gained at Simla 
would stand in good stead if he wore called upon to deal 
with a similar situation? We could ha\e understood this 
provided ho had taken time to studj the factors that had led 
to the Simla breakdown That ho had not done so could bo 
seen from the fact that the idea was expressed simultaneously 
with the announcement of failure Instead pf promptly 
announcing that he failed and regretfullj accepting the res 
ponsibllity for it ho could have postponed the task of coming 
sweet phrases to sene an unsa^ourj dish There would have 
been time enough for considering how best the impediments 
could be cleared away Ho would have succeeded if he had 
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a irnnd to Biit the question aiises Was it the Biitish 
policy then ? 

In the same bieath as he xnoclaims to the ivoild the failure 
of his leadeiship in Indian politics Loid Wavell emphasizes 
the points “ The war against Japan must be earned on and 
law and oidei must be maintained.” Theie is no loom foi 
doubt These aie things in which Gieat Biitain is diiectly 
inteiested and hence the use of the significant w oid ” must ” 
The maintenance of ” law and ordei in India at any cost ” 
has been the first consideration of the British throughout 
then reign and the3' have been successfullj" keeping it They 
cannot change nor can they relax that policy even though 
India IB being granted freedom It is ]ust like caning a boy 
when he is being promoted to a higher class Perhaps the 
teacher v ho does it want to remind the boy what his lot 
has been No teacher v< ould stoop so low but the Britishers 
would go even lower where it pays adequatel3^ 

I 

When a Vioeio^^ declares that Japan must be crushed 
he means it It is as good as done because there is a will 
behind it If he were to say that law and order must be 
kept intact nobody can misunderstand his meaning as he is 
giving utterance to the British will which knows no fluctuation 
in this matter Does he mean it when he says that Indian 
problems must be solved or India must be freed ? He does 
not nor can he mean it because the Britishers are never known 
to have given then free will on such a delicate subject as 
Indian independence Through oversight or absentmindedness 
if he reall3'’ meant such a preposterous thing he is committing 
an illegal act according to the -unwritten law of the British 
constitution 

Then it follows that the responsibility for the breakdown 
of the Simla conference rests — if an3'’ non-Indian element 
could be dragged into the affray — ^upon the authority in Britain 
and not upon the Viceroy as he himself would like us to 
understand However, it mUst be pointe d out that the bla me 
for jbbe termination in a nasco of the political drama, enantfi d 
in Simla goes to the British Government so far as then 
deliberate omission to set up a National Government when 
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fioore than 76 percent of the Indian population has been clam 
•curing for it is concerned They have already safeguarded their 
position against this oritioiam by asking foi the impossible m 
adN anoe — cent percent agreement in a country of 400 million souls 
for the mere purpose of changing the personnel of the Executive 
Council Can there be anything more ridiculous than this ? 
And it IS not so ndioolons as it would seem when we consider 
■the loss that Great Bntain would bus am if India is set free 
In their anxiety to retain hold on India they have followed 
the simple logic To make a problem impossible of solution 
one must be given impossible conditions to work on with 

"Who was then really responsible for the failure of the Simla 
Conference? The concensus of opinion coming from every 
nook and corner of the world indicates that it was Mr Jinnah 
1 Tor the first time the world opinion coincided with his own 
He did not try to refute it as bad been bus wont On the 
other band he with a touch of pride for his unusual feat — 
poor soul ' he bad no occasion to feel or exhibit this human 
trait before and therefore might not know that \de goeth 
hefo)entall — book upon himself the full responsibility He 
said that the Wavell plan was a snare To put him m for 
being a disturbing element? One would like to suppose it is time 
that a live snare has been prepared for the purpose indicated 
Another reason be put forward for the rejection of the Wavell 
offer was that the fundamental conditions on which he had 
bmlt his castle in the air would tumble down What were 
his fundamental conditions? A seat on the Executive Council 
eh ! It was as we know on that issue that the^ Simla confe 
rence broke up He would have forgotten his fundamental 
theories and would have been sitting in the Executive Council 
but for the fact that the one seat over which the controversy 
raged was intended for a Punjabi Unionist Muslim Ho 
could have hugged any other Muslim but nob a Muslim 
of the Unionist fold If he -were made to do it m the 
dark he would have instinctively felt that he was hugging 
his arch enemy With that enemy he is seen these days 
negotiating for a better understanding between thorn 
Innocent Muslims I If they only knew where thoir 
venerable little Jinnah is leading them to I Thej will know 
it one day but only it may not be too late 
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PJCKING UP THE BROKEN THREAD 

Britam eIec(otl n Lnboiu Go%einnient Japan uncoiuli- 
tionalh snuonJeieJ Tlio Viceio\ left for London. Thopc 
mculenl';, each impoit ant in itself, oucuued one after another 
in quick succcspion after the Simla parohs Speaking of the 
fupl thing first, '^^l Clement Attlee, the present Bntifih Premier, 
when the Lahorii part\*s outiight bucccsr in the election 
became known, summed ri]) the geneial tiond of fooling that 
was in Groat Britain “Tins is truly a very remaikable 
and gratifying result ” The thought and feeling that could 
be got in India at the British election result could not have 
been better expressed (ban this From the moment it was 
announced tliat there w as going to ho a general election in 
Britain India had been expectantH waiting to know the result. 
Her one prayei w'as that the Labour should sweep the polls 
which they did She w'as convinced that there w'as no chance 
for her if the Tones were again to come into pow'ei. Her 

salvation lay in the Labour victory. She prayed for it and 

got it It was expected that a new eia in Indo-Biitish 
lelations w^ould be dawned with Laliour in pow'ei and the 
friendship between India and Britain w'ould be newly built 
in an atmosphere of mutual confidence. It w'as also 

expected that the Labour Government would set about 

solving the Indian problem with courage and honesty 
immediately'-. 

Whatever had been the British Labour programme for 
India in the face of these expectations it did not materialise. 
The Japanese surrender closed the chapter on the world war 
and the need for any interim arrangement in India became 
remote The immediate necessitys according to the new 
India Secietaiv Lord Pethick Lawrence, w'as a searching 
examination of the political and economic issues mvolved in 
the problems confronting India There w'as no other person 
whose counsel would be more valuable than that of the Viceroy 
and therefore he w as invited to visit London " to have direct 
personal discussion.” 
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So far the Labour Qoveomment acted without ehooking 
or di«?ai)pointing the Indian public They appeared to be 
very keen on Indian affaire even more than what would have 
been expected of them m the oircumstances Speeches and 
writings by responsible leaders and members of the Cabinet 
that frequently appeared m the British Press tended to show 
that the Iiabour Ministry was bent upon solving the Indian 
political mystery once for all and that too immediately India 
could hardly believe these demonstrations of concern and 
consideration on the part of the British What she had seen 
in the way of British demonstration had been police latlm 
Now — this was a new and a novel experience She could not 
give much credence to it because of her old unforgettable 
memories but when the Viceroy departed for England on his 
new mission a flicker of hope flashed through her mmd That 
IS not to mean that there was jubilation in India but it must 
he admitted that there was general satisfaction Before bis 
departure it was announced that there would be a general 
election to the Indian legislatures m the nest cold weather 

Lord Wavell arrived m London on August 28 and gave 
an account of the reoeut developments in India and his own 
views For some days he discussed with the Beoretary of 
State for India the mam problems affecting India of the future 
Then he met those ministers who were interested m Indian 
affairs and placed before them bis difficulties The news that 
reached India during the progress of the talks revealed that 
there was nothing doing The British could call for a forgive 
and forget policy dunug the pendency of the war because 
it was a weapon that could kill two birds at one shot but not 
after it 

Hare is an example of the message that came through 
India must not expect — and there is no suggestion that she 
does — any announcement on Lord Wavell s return of a new 
plan entailing the recall of Indian politicians There is 
positively nothing to suggest that there has been any departure 
from the Onpps proposals The Gripps proposals all over 
again ! If there was no move for a now plan there was nothing 
to speak against It We could ha%e thought that Britain 
had become lethargic In her dispoaition after her war and 
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Ipolitical viclouo'^. A haid-e'u Dcd leal Bui lo picsonl the 
[old propo<5alB of Cuppa condemned and thrown out by all 
=ni India ' It gnes a diiloionl. colouiing to the Biitiah attitude. 
Is it a revenge ’ At the least it looks like the old cook’s 
tuck To remove the dish 1 ejected foi sonic reason or other 
and bring it hack a little latei with a jileasaiit face giving out 
the impiession that he cooked it afiosh 

Lord Wavell reburnod to India before he was duo on 
September 16 Perhaps the important nature of the revelations 
he had to make on behalf of His Majestj^’s Government must 
have induced him to start earlier. As on the previous occasion 
he communed with his councillors on arrival and announced 
that he would bioadcost the British Government’s proposals on 
September 19 at 9-4:5 P M It is now 9-45 P M. on September 19. 
Let us turn to the radio 

After my recent discussions with His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment in London, they authorized me to make the 
following announcement 

‘ As stated m the Gracious speech from the Throne at the 
opening of Parliament, His Majesty’s Government 
are determined to do then utmost to promote in 
conjunction with leaders of Indian opinion the 
early realization of full self-government in India 
During my visit to London they have discussed with 
me the steps to be taken. 

‘ An announcement has already been made that elections 
to the Central and Provincial Legislatures, so long 
1 postponed owing to the war, are to be held during 

the coming cold weather Thereafter His Majesty’s 
Government earnestly hope that ministerial respon- 
sibility will be accepted by political leaders in all 
provinces. 

’ It is the intention of His Majesty’s Government to con- 
vene as soon as possible a constitution-making body, 
and as a preliminary step they have authorized me 
to undertake, immediately aftei the elections, 
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disonesions with representatives of the Legislative 
Assembbes in the provinces to ascertain whether 
the proposals contained in the 1942 declaration are 
acceptable or whether some alternative or modified 
scheme is preferable Discussions will also be under 
taken with the representatives of the Indian States 
with a view to ascertaining in what way they can 
best take their part in the constitution making body 

His Majesty s Government are proceeding to the considera 
tion of the content of the treaty which will require 
to be ooncladed between Great Britain and fndia 

During these prepa^torj stages the Government of 
India must ha earned on and nrgent economic and 
social problems must be dealt with Purthermoro 
India has to play her fall part m working out the 
new world order His Majesty s Government hav6f 
therefore further authorized me as soon as tlie result • 
of the provincial elections are published to take steps 
to bring into being an Bzecutive Council which will 
have the support of the Team Indian parties 

That 18 the end of the announcement which Hia Majestj s 
Government have authorized me to make It means 
a great deal It means that Hia Majestj s Go\ern 
ment are determined to go ahead with the task of 
bnnging India to self government at the earliest possi 
ble date They hare as jou can well imagine a 
great number of most important and urgent problems 
on their bands but despite all their prooccopations 
the^ baa e taken time almost m tlieir first dajs of 
ofhco to give attention to tho Indian problem as one 
of first and most impoitant Tin, fact is a inoflsitre of 
the Gamest resoho of Hih Majestj s Coverniueiit to 
help India to acbioao earlj self go\ernmoo£ 

1 he task of making and iinploinonting a now oonstitub'’” 
for India IS a complex and diflicult one which ^\ lll 
require gootlnill co-opcration and pationco on tho 
part of ail concerned Wo must first hold elections 
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SO that iho will of the Indian clocloiale may ho 
known It is not possible to iindcilako any major 
alteration of the francliiso SNstcin. This would delay 
matters foi at least two years. But wo arc doing our 
best to lOMsc the existing electoral rolls elhciently. 

Aftci the elections, I pioposc to liokl dmcussions with 
repicbcnt. lines of those elccled, and of the Indian 
States to delcinnno the foiin wlucli the coustilution- 
ni.ikine hod\ should take, its poweis and inoecduio 
The diafl declaration of 1012 j)i oposed a method of 
setting up a constitution making liody but His 
Majestj ’b Government recognize that, in view of the 
• gieat issues involved and the delicacy of the 

minoiitj pioiilciiib, consultation with the people’s 
ropicbentatrvGs ib ircocbsary befoic the fonu of the 
consUtution-making body is finally determined 

The above pioccduro soeiiib to Hrs Majesty’s Government 
arrd myself the best way open to us to give India the 
opprtunity of deciding her dostinj, We are w'cll 
aw’aie of the clilhculties to bo oreicomo but are deter - 
mined to overcome them 

I can certainly assure you that the Gon ernmont and all sec- 
tions of the British people are anxious to help India, 
w hich has given us so much help in w'lnning this war. 
I for my part w'lll do my best, m the service of the 
people of India, to help them to arrive at then goal, 
and, I iiimly believe that it can be done 

It 18 now for Indians to show that they have the wisdom, 
faith and courage to determine m what way they can 
host reconcile then differences and how their countiy 
can be governed by Indians for Indians. 

There is nothing of a levolutionaiy chaiactei in the 
nouncement to arouse public enthusiasm Most of it is already 
owm to the Indian people through the Cupps offer. If 
ere is any doubt as to its identity it is made cleai by 
emiei Attlee’s bioadcast “ The bioad definition of British 
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policy towards India contained in the declaration of iQ-i 
which had the support of all parties in this country stan 
in all its fullness and purpose However there are a t. 
points in the present declaration of British policy 
might console some of the Indian minds for the moment V 
instance the Viceroy in his appeal declares — We are 
aware of the difficulties to be overcome but are determined 
overcome them Did he not say something like this w 
presenting the Wavell plan ? Probably determination 
carries different meanings in different oironmstances 
Another consoling factor is the authority be has 
from His Majesty s Government that as soon as the resulto^ 
the proMnoial elections are published to take steps to bring u o 
being an Exooutuo Council which will have the support of t 3 
main Indian parties Could ho have so soon furgotton tlio Siti i 
episode and its outcome? Is it hia intention to bring about » 
other breakdown by treading over the same muddy path ? C 
has he been told by tae London authorities that the loaders w ilv 
whom be negotiate were not the real ropresentatives uf th< 
people and only a general election would reveal the aotua 
leadership? We need not be too cntioal on these points Loij 
Wavell might have been provided with a magic wand whoaj 
touch would make Mr Jinnah howl 1 want uo seats i 
Everything that is of any value m the Viceroy s broadcaA 
boems to depend upon the results of the general elections Thor 
IS no doubt that it will serve as a test to know the will of t® \ 
electorates One would wonder if there is any proper arrang ^ 
ment m India for such a venture Electoral rolls are far 
time many political workers whose services to the country In 
the electioneering campaigns will be of immense help are ii^ 
pnson bans and restrictions instituted under the Defence ^ 
India Rules are going strong in many provinces in spite of 
fact that their purposes have been fully served Those are some 
of the disabilities the parties in general and the Congress m 
particular have to put up with Against tins there is the assu 
lance of tlie Viceroj that the revision of eleotorol rolls will bi 
taken up by the Government soon The time at their 
short and tbe task they have to finish is gigantic Would it b» 
possible for the Government to bring it anywhere near a satis 
factory level ? W® Law-M 



